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From the reign of Henry II., when 
the publican Gerard, with his thirty 
companions, were branded, and starved 
to death for opposing infant baptism 
and other errors of the church of Rome, 
unto the ascension of James I. to the 
throne of Great Britain, we meet with 
- continual reference to those sacred prin- 
ciples now held by the baptists, and to 
their professors, who at the latter period 
began to assume a more regular ecclesi- 
astical organization ; but records of their 
acts written by themselves, or works 
containing a statement or defence of 
their doctrines and practices, are en- 
 tirely wanting. For a knowledge of both 
| the one and the other we are indebted 
to their adversaries, whose unchristian 

- and unscriptural proceedings they op- 
posed, and from whom therefore they 
met with calumny, persecution, and 
death. The progress, however, of the 


it is a significant circumstance, that so 
soon as their voice was heard, and their 
indubitable writings could be placed 
before the world, the heresies of Maniche- 
ism, Arianism, and other forms of error 
with which they had been so liberally 
charged, were most strenuously denied 
by them. The world hated them as it 
had hated their Lord before them. Their 
adhesion to his “ words” is alone sufficient 
to account for the cruel treatment they ~ 
received. 

Joun Sayru is the first of the English 
baptists any of whose writings yet 
remain. Previous to his exile he had 
held a benefice in Lincolnshire, but was 


proscribed and banished with Johnson, ~— 


Ainsworth, and others, After his separa- 
tion from the church of England, he 


became pastor of achurch on the borders ~ 
of Yorkshire. 


On his banishment the 
church appears to have removed with 


him and united themselves to the English 

church in Amsterdam, of which Francis _ 

Johnson was pastor. This was in the 

year 1606. His views on baptism, and 

on some other points, very soon under- 
3P 


~ reformation, gradually opened the way 
_ for the public avowal and dissemination 
of divine truth; and the “ Lord’s 
afflicted ones” emerged from the cloud 
which had so long covered them. And 
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went a change, although it appears more 
probable that this change must have 
taken place previous to his exile, as we 
find that his controversy with the other 
separatists commenced in 1606, the very 
year of his settlement in Amsterdam.* 
This was followed by a warm, and, in 
some respects, controversy. 
Smyth was excommunicated, called a 
man of wolfish nature, one whom God 
had struck with blindness, a brute beast, 
and the like.t This, however, did not 
prevent the growth of his sentiments, 
and in a very short time he became the 
pastor of a church of baptized believers. 
He died in Holland about the year 1610, 
and was succeeded in the pastoral office 
by Mr. Helwisse. His most important 
work, “ The Character of the Beast,” 
was written in reply to Mr. R. Clifton, 
who had assailed his sentiments on bap- 
tism. It was printed in 1609, and we 
believe is still in existence. In the fol- 
lowing terms he refers to the calumnies 
that had been spread concerning his 
sentiments, and it can be from ignorance 
only of his writings that Mr. Hanbury, 
in his Memorials of the Independents, 
ventures to suppose him to be tinged 
with Familist opinions. ‘“ We are in- 
deed,” he says, ‘‘traduced to the world 
as atheists, by denying the Old Testa- 
ments and the Lord’s day ; as traitors to 
magistrates;in denying magistracy ; and 
as heretics, in denying the humanity of 
Christ. Be it known, therefore, to all 
men, that we deny not the scriptures of 
the Old Testament ; but, with the apos- 
tle, acknowledge them to be inspired of 
God.—Yet we affirm that the church, 
the ministry, worship, and government 
of the Old Testament are abolished, all 
which were types and shadows of good 
things to come.—We acknowledge, that 
according to the precedent of Christ’s 
disciples and the primitive church, the 
saints ought, upon the first day of the 


violent 


* Wilson, i. 28. ' + Crosby, i. 92. 
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week, which is called the Lord’s day, 
Rev. i. 10, to assemble together to pray, 
prophesy, praise God, and break bread.— 
Concerning magistrates we acknowledge 
them to be the ordinances of the Lord, 
and that every soul ought to be subject 
unto them; that we ought not to speak 


evil of them that are in dignity, not to 


despise government ; but to pay tribute, 
toll, customs, &c.—Concerning the flesh 
of Christ, we do believe that Christ is 
the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
and of David, according to the prophecies" 
of scripture ; and that he is the son of 
Mary his mother, made of her substance, 
the Holy Ghost overshadowing her. Also 
that Christ is two distinct natures—the 
Godhead and manhood ; and we detest 
the contrary errors.”* The grounds of 
Smyth’s separation from his brethren in 
Amsterdam, he pointedly sets forth in the 
following manner :—“ The true constitu- 
tion of the church is of a new creature 
baptized into the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Ghost ; the false constitution is 
of infants baptized. We profess, there- 
fore, that all those churches that baptize 
infants are of the same false constitution ; 
and all those churches that baptize the 
new creature, those that are made disci- 
ples by teaching, men confessing their 
faith and their sins, are of one true 
Again, “ Whosoever doth 
separate from England as from a false 
church, must needs separate from the 
baptism of England as from false bap- 
tism. For the baptism of England can- 
not be true, and to be retained and the 
church of England false, and to be reject- 
ed ; neither can the church of England 
possibly be false, except the baptism be 
false, unless a true constitution could be 
in a false church. All that shall, in time. 


to come, separate from England, must 


separate from the baptism of England.”+ 
This work is sufficient to prove that 
Smyth was an able‘and a learned any 


* History of General Baptists, i. 73. 


+ Price’ easier of N Meer ok i es 15 
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and it is deeply to be regretted that the 
titles only of some other works at present 
are known to exist. Under his successor 
Helwisse, the church removed to Lon- 
don. They thought they had done 
wrong to flee from persecution, and 
animated with a desire to bear witness 
for the truth in their own country, they 
determined to return.* Previous to this, 
but after the death of Mr. Smyth, they 
put forth a confession of faith, which is 
preserved to us by Crosby,t “for the 
clearing,” they say, “ of their innocency 


in such things, as men do commonly 


keep up in their account; and all to 
further their reckoning in contempt with 
men of all estates.” This was followed 
in 1615 by a tract, entitled, “ Persecu- 


tion Judged and Condemned,” most 


probably written by Mr. Helwisse, but 


subscribed, “ By Christ’s unworthy wit- 
nesses, his majesty’s faithful subjects ; 
commonly, but most falsely, called ana- 
In this admirable piece they 
endeavoured to prove that no man ought 


baptists.” 


to be persecuted for religion, and to 


show also, “ the unlawfulness of flying 


because of the trouble men see or fear is 
coming upon them.” This tract was 
frequently, in after years, reprinted, 
which it most fully deserved. But its 
chief glory is this, that it is the first 
work in our language that maintains 
freedom in religion and liberty of con- 
science. The following “intrepid and 
dignified” language must excite our 
admiration :—“‘ We do unfeignedly ac- 
knowledge the authority of earthly 
magistrates: let them command what 
they will, we must obey, either to do 
or to suffer. But all men must let God 
alone in his right, who is to be Lord and 
lawgiver of the soul; and not command 
_ obedience for God, when he command- 


* Crosby, i. 271. + Crosby, ii., Preface. 
+ It is said that one Leonard Busher, a baptist, 
published in 1614, a plea for the liberty of conscience, 

but we have not seen it. Nor would it seem has 
_ Mr. Hanbury, who mentions it,—Memorials of 
$ Independents, i, 224. Fi 
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eth none.* If I take any authority from 
the king’s majesty, let me be judged 
worthy of my desert; but if I defend 
the authority of Jesus Christ over men’s 
souls, which appertaineth to no mortal 
man whatsoever, then know you, that 
whosoever would rob him of that honour 
which is not of this world, he will tread 
them under foot. Earthly authority 
belongs to earthly kings; but spiritual 
authority belongeth to that spiritual 
King who is King of kings.”+ 

This was followed in 1620 by another 
work, entitled, “ What God hath Pre- 
destinated Concerning Man.” This, like 
the former, is written in the form of a 
dialogue. It treats of man’s creation, 
transgression, and regeneration, “as also 
an answer to John Robinson touching 
baptism.” The principal purpose of the 
book was to meet and reply to the 
arguments of John Knox-and others, on 
predestination. This is done with great 
tact and ability, and subsequently drew 
forth a reply from Robinson. 

From this period the baptists began 
rapidly to increase. “They kept up 
their separate meetings,” says Crosby, 
“and had many disciples who embraced 
their opinions.”’*{ Crosby has preserved 
an interesting letter of some length 
written in 1622, by one H. H., which 
contains a very good description “ of 
the principles and spirit of the baptists 
of those times, and the arguments by 
which they did then maintain their 
opinions.” With their numbers also 
multiplied their writings. Our space 
will allow us to refer to a few only 
of the most eminent authors among 
them. = 
We shall give the first place to the 
venerable Hanserp Kwnottys. His early 
life was spent under the roof of pious 
parents, and the religious instructions he - 
there received were not lost, but bore 
ripe fruit; when a student of the univer- 


* Persecution Judged, &c. Preface. 
+ Ibid. p. 22. + Vol. i. p. 133, 
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sity of Cambridge, he prepared himself 
by fasting and prayer, as well as by 
learned studies, for the eminently useful 
and honourable career he afterwards 
ran. Soon after his ordination he began 
to scruple the lawfulness of many usages 
of the church in which he was a pious 
and active minister. This terminated 
in-his secession from the English church, 
and about the year 1636 he joined him- 
self to the calumniated baptists. Perse- 
cution followed, and the rest of his life 
was a continual pilgrimage, ‘“ through 
much tribulation,” till, in venerable old 
age, he passed into his rest in a “ trans- 
port of joy, on the 19th of September, 
1691, and ztatis sue 93.’* This venera- 
ble man was the author of several valu- 
able and learned works, some of which 
are still extant. The first of these which 
we have seen, is entitled, “‘ Christ ex- 
alted ; a Lost Sinner Sought and Saved 
by Christ ; God’s People a Holy People.” 
Its contents are sufficiently indicated by 
the title. It is the sum of divers sermons 
preached in Suffolk previous to the year 
1646, when it was published. In the 
library of Bristol Academy is also pre- 
served a Hebrew grammar in English, 
put forth in 1648, and which was most 
probably prepared for the use of his 
very numerous pupils. In 1689, he 
published “ An Exposition of the whole 
Book of Revelation, showing the Great 
Conquests of our Lord Jesus Christ for 
his church over all his and her adver- 
saries, Pagan, Arian, and Papal; and 
the glorious state of the Church of God 
in the new heavens and the new earth, 
in these latter days.” This work con- 
sists of a series of short expository notes 
on each verse of the book, which he 
says he had expounded publicly in the 
course of his ministry. From some 
passages it would appear that he 
favoured the millenary hypothesis of 


a personal reign, in which indeed he 


* Crosby, i. 334—343. 
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agreed with a considerable number of 
the baptists of his age. There is also still 
remaining some account of his life 
written by his own hand, to the year 
1672, and to which we owe chiefly the 
above particulars of his history. 

We may next note that eminently 
pious and learned man Henry JzssEy. 
He had succeeded Mr. Lathorp as pas- 
tor of the independent church founded 
by Mr. Jacob ; the baptism, however, of 
many of his flock led him to an earnest 
consideration of the subject, and in the 
year 1645 he himself was baptized by 
the venerable Knollys.* Jessey was a 
man of varied attainments, and especially 
skilled in oriental and rabbinical learn- 
ing. The great object of his life wasa 
new and more correct translation of the 
bible. In this he was assisted by many 
persons of great learning and piety, and 
had nearly brought it to completion 
when the restoration caused this great 
and noble design to prove abortive. In 
the latter years of his life he suffered for 
righteousness’ sake, which appears to 
have hastened his end.. He died in 
1663, All parties unite in praising his 
extraordinary piety and virtues, and pay 
homage to his learning and talents. His 
catholic spirit, his beneficence,fhis noble 
exertions for the Jews, justly entitle 
him to our love and admiration. His 
writings were not numerous. The titles 
following, of such as we believe yet 
remain, sufficiently mark their charac- 
ter :—-“ The exceeding Riches of Grace, 


‘advanced by the Spirit of Grace in the 


Experience of Mrs. Sarah Wright,” 
published in 1658. ‘A Storehouse of 
Provision to further Resolution in several 


‘Cases of Conscience and Questions now 
in Dispute,” printed in 1650, His next 


work, “The Lord’s loud Call to Eng- 
land; being an account of some late 


various and wonderful Judgments,” con- nd 


‘tains some anes. eS pose 


© Wilson, 4a 
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notices of the afflictions and persecutions 
of the people of God in those troublous 
times.* There is also to be found among 
Bunyan’s works,t his “‘ Judgment about 
Water Baptism, and its being a term of 
Communion.” From this we learn that 
he practised open communion. 

Henry Denne, to whom we shall next 
advert, was educated at Cambridge, and 
held a benefice in Hertfordshire. In 
1643 he professed himself a baptist, was 
immersed in London, and joined the 
church in Bell Alley, then under the 
care of Mr. Thomas Lambe. Denne is 
said to have been “the ablest man in 
England for prayer, expounding, and 
preaching,” by Edwards the presby- 
terian, and “heresy hunter.” He made 
many excursions into various parts of 
the country, preaching with great ac- 
ceptance, and forming a number of 
churches in various counties. ‘He did 
much mischief,” says Edwards. A most 
interesting account is given of some of 
these visits in the records of the Fens- 
tanton and Warboys churches in Hunt- 
ingdonshire,{ which he appears to have 
founded. He first became known by a 
visitation sermon he preached at Bal- 
dock, the introduction of which is pre- 
served by Crosby,§ and in which he 
took occasion to expose the vices and 
corruptions of the clergy, and their 
errors in doctrine and worship. His 
next publication is entitled, ‘ Anti- 
christ Unmasked in two Treatises,” 
which is now before us. The first of 
these is a reply to the notorious Featly’s 
“The Dipper dipt,” &c., and to Mr. 
Marshall on infant baptism. It was 
written, he informs us,|| when a prisoner 

in London, and in the course of fifty 
pages, of which it consists, he briefly 
. and ably replies to the arguments of his 
antagonist, The other treatise is an 
excellent and powerful “discovery of 
—* Crosby, i. 307—323. + Works, ii. p. 1245, 


| $ History of General Baptists, i. p. 104. 
— -§ Vol. i. p. 298. ll Preface. 
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the man of sin, whom the Lord shall 
destroy with the brightness of his com- 
ing.” This he effects by first declaring 
that the design of Christ was to take 
away “sin in the sight of God, sin in 
the consciences of God’s people, sin in 
the conversation ;” and then proceeds to 
show how antichrist subverts these fun- 
damental truths of the gospel by his 
inventions. Besides these he put forth 
some other works, which we have not 
met with, excepting a small piece called 
“Grace, Mercy, and Peace,” in which 
he treats, in an effective manner, on 
God’s reconciliation to man, and man’s 
reconciliation to God. He died a little 
after the restoration, and upon his grave 
was put this epitaph,— 
“To tell his wisdom, goodness, learning unto men, 
I need to say no more, but here lies Henry Denne.”’* 
Joun Cannu, our next worthy, was 
the well-known. author of the first bible 
with marginal references. Of these he 
published three editions. He had been 
a minister of the established church 
previous to his uniting himself to the 
churches of the separation in Amster- 
dam, of the most ancient of which he 
was for a short time the pastor. On his 
return to England, we find him the 
pastor of a church in Deadman’s Place,f 
where he was suceeeded by the famous 
cobbler, Samuel How, a baptist, princi- 
pally known, at this day, for his admira- 
ble sermon ‘On the Sufficiency of the 
Spirit’s teaching in opposition to Human 
Learning.” Whether Mr. Canne was at 
this time a baptist is uncertain. In 1640, _ 
however, we learn from the records of — 
Broadmead Church, Bristol, that that 
church was founded by him. 
juncture,” says the record, “the provi- 
dence of God brought to this city one 
Mr. Canne, a baptized man.” “It was 


‘the Mr. Canne that made notes and ~ 


references upon the bible. He was a 


man very eminent in his day for god- 


* Crosby, i. 306. 
+ Wilson’s Dissenting Churches, iy. p. 125. 


« At this oa 
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liness and reformation in religion, having 
great understanding in the way of the 
Lord.”* Two of his works written when 
in Holland are extant in the library of 
Horton College. In the one entitled, 
“A Necessity of Separation from the 
Church of England} proved from Non- 
conformists’ principles,’f he opposes 
the wavering conduct of the puritans, 
boldly pronounces the English church 
a portion of antichrist, and therefore no 
true church; and exposes their weak 
position and arguments. The greater 
number of his works were written after 
he became a baptist ; the most important 
of them is one entitled, ‘“Sion’s Prero- 
gative Royal; or a treatise tendmg to 
prove that every particular congregation 
hath, from Christ, absolute and entire 
power to exercise in and of herself, 
every ordinance of God, and as an inde- 
pendent body, not standing under any 
other ecclesiastical authority out of 
itself.” He also wrote a work against 
John Robinson on the sin of hearing 
ministers of the church of England. 
Several works on prophecy are extant, 
of which he was the author. In his 
later years he approved of the millen- 
arian views, which brought him into 
trouble, and led to the publication of a 
“Narration of the Sufferings of John 
Canne and eight others, called Fifth 
Monarchy~ Men.” Death appears to 
have interrupted his laborious efforts 
while preparing for the press a course 
of learned annotations on the scriptures. 
His collection, however, of marginal 
references to the bible are more than 
sufficient to establish his fame in the 
recollection of posterity. 

Tuomas CoLiirr was a man of great 
moderation and usefulness, but “who, 
from preaching the gospel, was attended 
with very severe trials.§ He was expelled 
from the island of Guernsey on account 


* Ivimey, ii. 523. 
+ Wilson, iy. 129. 


+ Hanbury’s Memorials, i. 516. 
§ Crosby, iii. 51. 
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of his religious opinions, and appears to 
have been then employed in itinerating 
through the west of England, and 
Hampshire. For some time he suffered 
imprisonment at Portsmouth. His ac- 
tivity exposed him to the objurgations 
of Richard Baxter, who, whatever was 
his piety, held the anabaptists in detes- 
tation.* Collier was the author of seven 
or eight excellent and able works, all of 
which are extant. His first publication 
was on the “ Lawfulness of Private 
Men’s Preaching, viz., Gifted Brethren.” 
This is a well written pamphlet, and 
shows him to have possessed consider- 
able abilities. His most important work 
is, “ A Body of Divinity ; or, A Confes- 
sion of Faith, being the substance of 
Christianity,” &c. In the preface he 
thus speaks :—“I earnestly long after, 
and pray for, the uniting of all true 
Christians in the spirit and faith of the 
gospel, who are the church and kingdom 
of Christ, his body mystical, and if 
through darkness we cannot attain the 
uniformity of Christian faith and worship 
in every part, yet let every one en- 
deavour the attainment of a spirit of 
love and forbearance each to other, not 
judging, censuring, and reviling, which 
shows the spirit of the world, and not of 
Christ.” The work itself is a compre- 
hensive and clear statement of the truths 
of the gospel. It was the fruit, he in- 
forms us, of many years’ travail, the 
result of his studies and experience as a 
minister of Christ. We must not omit a 
brief reference to “The Decision and 
Clearing of the great point now in Con- 


troversy about the interest of Christ and 


the Civil Magistrate,” which brought upon 
him the wrath of Baxter. Our readers 
need not to be informed of the view which _ 
he, a baptist, has taken. ie 
CuristoPHer Brackwoop was a minister 
of the established church i in the sonny e 
of Kent. In the © ypu 1644, Francis — 


=. 


= 


* Infant Church Membership, p. M7. 
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Comwell, M.A., a clergyman of the 
same county, embraced the opportunity 
of being called to preach a visitation 
sermon to announce his change of senti- 
ments on the subject of baptism. This 
led to inquiry on the part of Mr. Black- 
wood, who, at the request of other 
ministers, undertook to reply to Mr. 
Cornwell. In the following year, how- 
ever, he presented a work which he 
entitled, “ The Storming of Antichrist,” 
in which he declared infant baptism and 
compulsion of conscience to be the two 
last and strongest garrisons of anti- 
christ ; and giving up his preferment, 
he united himself to the baptists.* After 
this we find his name appended with 
others to the very interesting Irish corre- 
spondence preserved by Dr. Rippon,t 
from which we gather he was pastor of 
a baptist church at Kilkenny. In 1660 
he was in London, as his name is added 
to the declaration against Venner’s 
insurrection. He is said to have been 
one of ‘those worthy guides who were 
well qualified in all respects for the 
ministry,” by a contemporary.{ By 
Fisher, in his “Baby Baptism mere 
Babism,” he is said to have been “a 
man well read in the fathers.” Most of 
his works are still extant. Among them 
a ‘very interesting and able exposition 


-and- sermons on the first ten chapters 


of Matthew. Also a “Soul-searching 
Catechism, wherein is explained and 
opened, not only the six fundamental 
points set down, Heb. vi. 1, but also 
many other questions of highest concern- 
ment in the Christian religion.” Besides 
these works there are four treatises on 
the excellency of Christ, preparation for 
death, our love to Christ, and our love 
to our neighbours ; and the “Storming 
of Antichrist,” mentioned above. 
Tuomas GrantHaM. This very emi- 
‘nent man became a baptist in early life, 


* Crosby, i. 350—352. 


} Register, p. 13—20. 
+ Neale, ifi, 411. 
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and was the instrument in God’s hand 
of founding many churches in Lincoln- 
shire, and the neighbouring counties. 
From the year 1652, when at twenty- 
two years of age, he was chosen pastor 
of a church which met at Northhelm 
chapel, till his death in 1692, he was an 
indefatigable and successful minister of 
Christ. He was oft in prison for righteous- 
ness’ sake. To adopt the language of his 
epitaph, which in this case is no exagge- 
rated eulogy, “he was a faithful confessor 
and laborious servant of Christ ; who, 
with Christian fortitude, endured perse- 
cution through many perils, the loss of 
friends and substance, and ten persecu- 
tions for conscience sake.”* He was 
learned and eminently endowed with 
those gifts which constitute an able 
minister of the everlasting gospel. His 
principal work is entitled, ‘ Christian- 
ismus Primitivus : or, The—<Ancient 
Christian Religion in its Nature, Cer- 
tainty, Excellency, and Beauty, particu- 
larly considered,” &c. It is a small 
folio volume, and contains dissertations 
on a great variety of subjects, embracing 
the main points of godliness and Chris- 
tian verity. There are also contained in 
it several valuable documents relating to 
the belief of the baptized churches, and 
a defence of their sentiments on magis~ 
tracy. vIt is completed by six small 
treatises in Book iv., consisting of a 
“ Defence of Christian Religion against 
Human Innovations and Pretended Reve- 
lations.” These tracts were written at 
different times against the papists, the 
quakers, and the peedo-baptists. Mr. _ 
Grantham has also written a work on 

infant baptism, at the close of which he 
treats of the “‘manner of the marriages ~ 
among the baptized believers, and that 
they are warrantable by God’s law.”+ He 
likewise published a piece on the seventh- 
day sabbath, which he regarded as cere- 
monial, and to have ceased with the 


* Ivimey, ii 276. + Ivimey, ii. 280, 
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other rites of the Jewish law. This was 
a subject at the time much agitated 
among the baptists. Francis Bampfield, 
of whose numerous extant writings we 
have not room to speak, was the chief 
among those who held the continued 
obligation of the seventh-day sabbath. 


Sufficient proof has perhaps been 
brought of the value and nature of 
the writings of those confessors and 
martyrs, to whom, under God, we owe 
our privileges and liberties. Many others, 
the equals, and some perhaps superior 
in attainments and abilities to those 
mentioned above, might have been pro- 
duced. Such as John Tombes, Francis 
Cornwell, Benjamin Keach, Henry 
Danvers, Thomas Delaune, John Bun- 
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yan, Richard Kingsnorth, Thomas 
Lambe, Vavasour Powell, John Saint 
Nicholas, and Roger Williams, of all of 
whom many valuable writings are ex- 
tant. Some, indeed, are very rare, and 
the far greater part inaccessible to 
general readers. It is by no means, 
therefore, a matter of surprise that 
neither the men nor their works are 
much known in the denomination, and 
we may be permitted to express our 
sanguine hope that the measures now in 
progress to revive their deeds and their 
memory, will both inform and animate 
us to like deeds, and to an uncom- 
prising adherence to the faith once de- 
livered to the saints, which was sealed 
by the blood of our forefathers and ances- 
tors in the truth. 


THE DAY OF CHRIST’S BIRTH, 


AS FOUND BY APPLYING APPROPRIATE DATA TO THE YEAR OF THAT EVENT. 


BY MR. JOHN 


In the Baptist Magazine for April last, 
the writer of this paper adduced the 
historical and astronomical facts which 
combine to show that the Saviour was 
born in-the year 2 before the Christian 
era, which year Ante Christum 2, was 
followed first by a.c. 1, and then by 
A.D. 1. Ina future paper, too, it is the 
writer’s intention to give the results of 
his “ investigation into the true meaning 
of the feast of tabernacles.” For the 
day of Christ’s crucifixion, the day of 
his resurrection, and the day of pente- 
cost seven weeks afterwards, prove to 
have been so predicted by the types and 
shadows of two out of the three great 
festivals as to teach us the nature of the 
third festival or feast of tabernacles. In 
fact, the first seven days of that feast, 
and the first seven days of the Saviour’s 


day of the i 
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life on earth, are found so to correspond 
as type and antitype, and so to be 
limited by their connexion, as to leave 
no scope for any other antitype as to 
facts and time conjointly. 

From Josephus we learn that- the 
Jewish sabbath,.(and, of course, every 
other Jewish day,) extended from sun- 
set to sunset, or thereabouts ; and from 
Philo we ascertain that, at Jerusalem, P 
the first day of a month was that Jewish 
day on which the moon might first be _ 
seen after her conjunction with the sun. 
Once a year, too, the fourteenth Jewish 
day of such month found the suns 
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“as a striking corroboration of scripture, | 
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On analyzing the calendar now used 
by the Jews, the writer finds that it is 
adapted, not to Jerusalem, but to a 
fictitious paradise forty-one degrees and 
forty-five minutes east of Greenwich, 
or, as given by Ptolemy’s Geography, 
eleven degrees and fifty minutes east of 
Alexandria. The writer also ascertains 
by calculation that the said ealendar is 
founded on mean new moons computed 
by Ptolemy, and given to the world by 
him not earlier than a.p. 141. The 
existing Jewish arrangement of times, 
therefore, though ancient, is not of 
sufficient antiquity to answer any valu- 
able purpose when we are in quest of 
times and seasons as they existed in 
the days of Moses. 

Nor was the practice of the Jews 
uniform even at the time of the Saviour’s 
crucifixion, when “the sun was dark- 
ened,” as stated in Luke xxiii. 45; and 
when, according to Matt. xxvii. 51, 
“the earth quaked and the rocks rent.” 
Moreover, this three hours’ total eclipse 
beginning at the sixth hour of the day, or 
noon at Jerusalem, and also the trembling 
of the earth, are so recorded by Phlegon, 
a heathen writer, as to show us that the 
accompanying passover was in the year 
A.p. 83. For Phlegon says, “ In the 4th 
year of the 202nd Olympiad,” (a year 


ending at Midsummer a.p. 33,) “ there 


was an unprecedented eclipse of the 
sun ; and a starry night came on at the 
sixth hour of the day,” or noon. ‘* There 
was, also,” adds he, “such a great earth- 
quake in Bithynia as occasioned the fall 


_of many houses in Nice.” 


A solar eclipse, whose ally is an earth- 
quake, is one of God’s works when he 
goes out of his usual way ; and hence 
Phlegon’s account, in unison with that 
_ of the evangelists, merits our attention 


R 


specially when astronomical calcula- 
‘ions show that no natural total eclipse 
‘the sun happened in Bithynia either 
1 or near the year mentioned by Phlegon. 
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By calculation it is found that both the 
mean and the true new moon happened 
on Thursday afternoon, March the 19th, 
A.D. 83, at about one o’clock, apparent 
time at Jerusalem. But, by observations 
the writer has made on the moon’s 
reappearance in England, he finds that 
her visibility in the evening of the said 
Thursday was impossible, while on 
Friday evening, the 20th, her crescent, 
where clouds interposed not, became 
generally and permanently visible when 
the sun was five degrees and twenty 
minutes below the horizon, though the 
other part of her dise was not percepti- 
ble till some time afterwards. More- 
over, as we learn from the evangelists 
that the Saturday after Christ’s crucifix- 
ion was not the day for killing the paschal 
lamb, but after that day, we perceive 
that clouds did not so interpose on the 
first Jewish day of the moon’s visibility 
with a clear sky, as to cause that day to 
be accounted the 30th of Adar instead 
of the Ist of Abib, the regulation when 
no moon could be discerned in the 
twilight immediately following the 29th 
day. 

To the Jews in Judeea the practice of 
their ancestors in the days of Moses 
presented no difficulty. If, at the close 
of the 29th day of.a month, the twilight 
introduced a moon visible on elevated 
spots, the first day of the next month 
was considered as begun; and, as David 
Levi and other Jewish writers state, 
notice of the same was communicated 
from Jerusalem by firing of beacons in 


time of peace, and by sending delegates 


in time of war. If, however, a cloudy 
eyenmgs or other causes, prevented the 


‘moon’s being seen at the close of the 


29th day, the absence of notice at that 
time, was an indication that the month 
‘was to have its 30th day, and then to 
terminate. 

To foreign Jews, however, it was 
necessary to have a calendar founded 
on computation, Nay, as our Lord’s 
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disciples themselves resided in Galilee, 
whither timely notice of lunar observa- 
tions could not be communicated from 
Jerusalem, it was in character to abide 
by the computed calendar, in which 
calendar Thursday, April the 2nd, a.p. 
83, was the day for killing the passover 
in the afternoon, and for eating un- 
leavened bread after sunset when the 
calendar 15th of Abib commenced. 
Hence in Mark xiv. 12, we read, “On 
the first day of unleavened bread, when 
they killed the passover, the disciples of 
Jesus said to him, Where wilt thou that 
we go and prepare, that thou mayest 
eat the passover ?” 

Inasmuch, however, as the said Thurs- 
day evening was but the commencement 
of the observed 14th of Abib, the Jews 
at Jerusalem killed the paschal lamb at 
the very hour when Jesus said, “It is 
finished.” Thus that time of Friday, 
April the 3rd, which is called “ early” 
in John xviii. 28, is accounted the sixth 
hour of the Roman day* in chap. xix. 
14, where we read, “ It was the prepar- 
ation of the passover, and about the 
sixth hour ; and Pilate said to the Jews, 
Behold your king!” 

To those, therefore, who regarded 
Thursday afternoon on the 2nd of April 
as the time for killing the paschal lamb, 
the lunar month began with the Jewish 
day after ‘change, the earliest day on 
which the moon could become visible. 
To those, however, who. accounted Fri- 
day till sunset the 14th day of Abib, 
that month began with the first Jewish 
day of the moon’s observed visibility 
where clouds interposed not, a day end- 
ing with sunset on Saturday, March the 
2'st, a.v. 33. 


Morally right, however, as both the | 


said days of passover were, only one of 
them could be typically right as far 


* In apparent time at Jerusalem, the Roman day 
began at midnight, the morning began to dawn at 
twenty-two minutes after four, and the sixth hour 
was at sunrise at forty-six minutes after five. 
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as time was concerned. As, therefore, 
“Christ our passover was sacrificed for 
us,” not on the Thursday, but on the 
Friday, the day typically right is thereby 
shown to be that founded on the new 
moon’s first visibility in a cloudless sky. 
Hence we learn how to compute that 
feast of tabernacles, the first day of 
which in 4.c, 2, exchanged its prediction 
of time for a proclamation of coinci- 
dence. In short, we find that the day 
of the Saviour’s nativity must have been 
the 15th Jewish day of the moon’s re- 
appearance in a cloudless sky, or first 
visibility as given by correct calculation. 
In time by the sun at Jerusalem, the 
writer finds, by computation from De- 
lambre’s Tables corrected, that the sun 
entered Aries on the 23rd of March, 
a.c. 2, at nineteen minutes after two in 
the afternoon, and that he quitted that 
sign on the 23rd of April at forty-five 
minutes after three in the afternoon. 
Inasmuch, therefore, as additional cal- 
culations show that the moon’s re- 
appearance was on Saturday evening, 
April the 5th, a.c. 2, at thirty-eight 
minutes after six, or twenty-three 
minutes after sunset and_ sixty-one 
minutes before the end of twilight ; 
the writer finds that the true 14th jof 
Abib ended at sunset on Saturday, 
April the 19th, not many days before or 
after the birth of John the Baptist. 
Moreover, by advancing through six 
“moons of days,” as the Hebrews called 
their months, the writer finds that the 
Ist day of the seventh month began at 
fifty-eight minutes after five on Tuesday 
evening, September the 30th, a.c. 2 
when the sun’s centre set at Jerusalem, 


minutes after six that evening, or just an : 


hour before the end of twilight. 
By all the results, therefore, it, is 
ascertained ac in the said yetls BY 
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at sunset on Tuesday evening the 14th of 
October. Hence by taking Holy Writ, 
history, and astronomy together, we 
ascertain that the Saviour was born in the 
night beginning with the latter part of 
Tuesday the 14th of October, in the 
year two before the Christian era, the 
night when the shepherds of Bethlehem 
“were keeping watch over their flock,” 
and when the angel of the Lord said to 
them, “ Unto you is born this day, in 
the city of David, a Saviour who is 
Christ the Lord.” 

If the shepherds addressed by the 
angel had been Romans, the expression 
this day would have conveyed the idea 
of a day like ours; but to Jews the day 
was from sunset to sunset, a day divided 
into twice twelve hours, equinoctial, or 
sixty minutes each, when the sun entered 
Aries or Libra, and temporary at other 
times. Thus “the third hour of the 
night,” spoken of in Acts xxiii. 23, was 
half way between sunset and midnight, 
whereas “the third hour of the day,” 


spoken of in Acts ii. 15, was half way 
between sunrise and noon. The labourers 
in the vineyard, as exhibited in the para- 
ble, ended their work at the twelfth 
hour of the day, inasmuch as those hired 
at the eleventh hour are represented in 
Matt. xx. 12, as having “ wrought one 
hour.” Then came evening, as we read 
in the eighth verse ; and with such an 
evening the day of the Saviour’s birth 
began, a period announced before the 
morning light as TuIs Day. 

Finally, as calculations of the sun’s 
equated mean longitude show, the 15th 
day of any one of the last ten months in 
the said year a.c. 2, was just 1845 
tropical years, (or years by the sun,) 
before the 12th day of the same month 
in our present year, a.p. 1844. Thus it 
appears that in 1844, 1848, 1852, &ce., 
the true anniversary of Christ’s birth 
begins with the evening of Old Michael- 
mas-day, and ends with the afternoon of 
the 12th of October. 

Stratford, Essex. 


THE MANNER OF THE DEATH OF CHRISTIANS ADAPTED 
TO GLORIFY GOD. 


BY THE LATE REY. ALEXANDER CARSON, LL.D. 


“This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God.”—Joun xxi. 19. 


Curistians are always liable to innu- 
merable dangers, and accidents, and 
diseases, that may take away their 
lives. Had they no security in the 
divine protection, they could never be 
at peace. How gloomy would be the 
thought that chance would be the dis- 
poser of their lot, and that divine provi- 
dence is not concerned in the manner- 
and time of their death! What comfort 
_ is derived from the truth here presented 
| to our view! When the inspired his- 

3 torian relates what Jesus said with re- 


spect to the manner of Peter’s death, he 
adds, “‘ This spake he, signifying by 
what death he should glorify God.” It. 
was a cruel death that was appointed 
to Peter. But was it not consolation, 
nay triumph, for him to hear that ~ 
God was to be glorified by this cruel 
death of his servant ? 

It is very natural for a Christian to 
turn his thoughts to the end of life, 


'and to be concerned about the man- 


ner in which he may leave this world. 
It is not pleasant to think of the last 
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struggles of life, and the agonies of 
death. We know not whether our exit 
shall be comparatively without pain, 
or whether it shall please God that 
we should writhe under the pangs of 
some terrible disease ; and breathe out 
our souls amidst the torments of our 
bodies. We know not whether our 
death shall be sudden, or our tabernacle 
shall be taken down gradually by the 
process of a slow disease. We know 
not whether we shall meet death with 
the full possession of our faculties, and 
expire while we address our beloved 
relatives, or die in the delirium of fever, 
and know nothing of death till we 
awake in the life of the eternal world. 
We know not whether we shall die in 
peace under the protection of law, or 
perish under the hand of the persecu- 
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tor. We know not whether in the last 
scene of life, we shall have a full view of 
heavenly glory, or whether Satan may 
be permitted to pursue us to the very 
banks of Jordan, and attempt to frighten 
us with the waters that are ready to 
overwhelm us; but this we know, and 
let it be enough for us to know this, 
that our death shall be for the glory of 
God ; and that the time, and the man- 
ner, and all the circumstances of it, will 
be arranged by wisdom and love, as 
well as by sovereign power. When we 
pass through the valley and shadow of 
death, let us fear no evil; Jesus, the 
shepherd of his flock, will be with us, 
and his rod and staff will comfort us. 
If Satan is permitted to annoy, we shall 
be enabled to quench his fiery darts with 
the shield of faith. 


THE LIGHTS. AND SHADOWS OF LIFE. 


BY THE REY. BENJAMIN COOMBS, 


“Thou shalt bring down..... 


. as the heat in a dry place, even the heat with the shadow of a 


cloud.”—“ Tn measure, when it shooteth forth thou wilt debate with it: he stayeth his rough 
wind in the day of his east wind.”—Isaiah xxv, 53; xxvii. 8. 


Tis not albdark, nor cloudless light ; 
Not winter’s frost, nor summer’s heat ; 
Star-beams benign illume the night, 
And zephyrs bland the snow-drift greet ;— 
There is that tempers all we meet, 


The storm descends with aspect dread, 
In thundering voice, on raven wings ; 

But soon his wrath is spent and fled ; 
The bow of peace its radiance flings— 
Nature smiles through her tears, and sings ! 


The traveller wends his weary way 

O’er desert-wastes, with parching thirst ; 
Till clouds subdue the sultry ray, 

And on his view delighted, burst 

Oases fair by fountains nurst, 


Newnham 


There’s not a grief the spirit rends, 
But there’s a balsam for its woes ; 
There’s not a joy its fragrance lends, 
But thorns commingle with the rose ;— 
All things a chequered scene disclose ! 


And oh, ’tis well! and wise in him 
Who knows our bent, and what is best, 
To cheer life’s gloom, damp love supreme 
To earth, where we would find our rest, 
Or else with care be overpressed. 


Our hopes and fears alternate rise, 
That we may do, or wait, his will ; 

Seek pure, full bliss beyond the skies, © oe 
And yet, whilst here, be thankful still;— _ 
Life’s wastes so oft supply a rill. 
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The Sacramenis. An Inquiry into the 
Nature of the Symbolic Institutions of 
the Christian Religion, usually called the 
Sacraments. By Ropert Hatrtey, D.D. 
Part I, Baptism. London: 8vo. pp. 620, 
Price 14s. 


At length, we are in possession of 
these long expected pages. Ten months 
haye we been looking for them with 
eager desire. An authorized exhibition 
of the sentiments of our independent 
brethren on the subject of baptism has 
long been wanted. It has been difficult 
to determine what is the doctrine they 
maintain, and what are the arguments 
on which they lay stress, amidst the 
diversities of statement which we have 
seen put forth by some and disclaimed 
by others, advanced with confidence at 
one time and at another dropped in 
silence, overlooked by controversialists 
of former centuries and adduced as con- 
clusive amidst the plaudits of our con- 
temporaries. ~Guerilla warfare is pro- 
verbially harassing. We have wished 
much of late years that the section of 
pedobaptists that approximate the near- 
est to us in their general sentiments, 
would tell us what are the views of 
baptism in which they unite. We have 
no difficulty in ascertaining the basis on 
which the baptism of infants is placed 
‘by the votaries of Rome : its accredited 
writers refer us at once to the authority 
of the church. We have no difficulty 
in understanding the formularies of the 
church of England when we consult 


them respecting the subjects of baptism, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


or the benefits it confers: “We yield 


thee hearty thanks that it hath pleased 


thee to regenerate this infant with thy 
Holy Spirit, to receive him for thine 
own child by adoption, and to incorpo- 
tate him into thy holy church,” is plain 
and decisive language; and we know what 
is meant when an organ of the eyangeli- 


-cal party tells us, “ The practice of 


infant baptism does rest exclusively on 
tradition ; and it is a safe and legitimate 


t, that the practice came down from 


ined by the church.” 


of tradition to bear witness to the 


apostolic age, and is therefore rightly | 
ta But when | 


we inquire the sentiments of our congre- 
gational brethren on these points, we 
are perplexed by the diversity of their 
answers, They advocate the baptism of 
infants ; but if we ask, What infants P 
one replies, All infants; another, The 
children of believing parents; and a 
third, The children of church-members. 
There is no unity among them ; at least 
there was not previously to the delivery 
of Dr. Halley’s Lectures. It was with 
no common pleasure, therefore, that we 
learned that a course of lectures on the 
subject was to be delivered in the Congre- 
gational Library, under the direct sanction 
of the Congregational Union. Never will 
we blame our brethren for directing the 
attention of their congregations to this 
theme, or deem it uncourteous towards 
our body that they should advocate their 
practice by any arguments of the sound- 
ness of which they are themselves satis- 
fied. If infant baptism be from heaven, 
they are bound to maintain it. If it 
belong to the Christian dispensation 
at all, it is of very great importance, 
Silence respecting it does not become 
our brethren; and we are quite of 
opinion that the times required that 
they should speak openly, distinctly, 
and without reserve. 

The selection of this subject, there- 
fore, for a course of lectures, we deemed 
peculiarly appropriate ; and equally so 
the appointment of a lecturer who had 
so long occupied a prominent station in 
the neighbourhood of the metropolis, and. 
whose reputation among his brethren 


| was so high as that of Dr. Halley. We 


did not, however, think it right to read 


the newspaper sketches of the lectures, — 2 


as Dr. Halley disclaimed their correct- 
ness, but waited for the publication, 
though with some impatience ; knowing - 
Ahat though the committee of the Con- 
gregational Union state that “‘ whatever 
responsibility may attach to the reason- 
ings or opinions in any course of lectures 
belongs exclusively to the lecturer,” yet 
it must be presumed that the man they 
selected for such a service was, in their 
judgment, well qualified to give a fair, 
full, and satisfactory exhibition of the 
subject; and that therefore the work 
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would come as near as any work could 
come to an authoritative exposition of 
the views of baptism entertained now by 
the most intelligent portion of the con- 
gregational peedobaptists. 

Great has been our disappointment, 
however, on finding that it is but an 
unfinished argument with which we are 
favoured, and that we are not only 
required to wait for the most important 
part, but that we are embarrassed in our 
examination of that which we have 
received by constant references to that 
which is to follow at some future day. 
These six hundred pages do not contain 
even that division of the subject that 
relates to baptism ; “ The specific rea- 
sons of infant baptism” are for the pre- 
sent reserved. Dr. Halley proposes to 
furnish, in continuation, ‘‘ one more 
lecture on Baptism, one on the Connex- 
ion of Jewish and Christian Sacraments, 
about four on the Lord’s Supper, and 
one on the Theory of Salvation by 
Sacraments.” 

In the preface, Dr. Halley observes, 
that when he undertook this subject he 
had-no expectation of its bringing him 
into collision with the opinions of the 
baptist denomination. He adds, “ Of 
all controversies, that with them was 
the last on which I should willingly 
have embarked ; not because I thought 
it presented any peculiar difficulties, but 
because I have been always of opinion 
that nothing involved in it ought to 
separate those who hold different opin- 
ions into two denominations.” We must 
do him the justice to say that there is 
nothing in his manner of treating the 
subject. adapted to alienate those from 
whom he differs. We have not observed 
any thing that ought to offend any bap- 
tist. There is much that we regard as 
erroneous ; but nothing that has caused, 
in reading it, even momentary irritation. 
Dr. Halley animadverts freely on what 
he believes to be wrong ; he speaks out 
with independence and boldness; but 
baptists are the last people in the world 
to object. to this. e have not the 
poses, of personal acquaintance with 

im, but our respect and esteem» are 
rather enhanced than abated by the 
perusal of this volume. 

_ It is always desirable in controversy, 
but especially when it is carried on 
among brethren, to limit the discussion 
as much as possible to questions on 
which the parties actually differ. If 
there are tracts of country the posses- 


-error and of much illogical reasoning ;— 
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sion of which has been contested in 
former days that one side now consents 
to yield, or if there are fortresses once 
deemed impregnable, now so dismantled 
as to be confessedly useless, a clear per- 
ception of these facts may do much 
towards bringing negotiations to a satis- 
factory issue. Now the modern congre- 
gational peedobaptists, if Dr. Halley is 
to be taken as the expositor of their 
sentiments, have of late drawn nearer 
to us than they once were, renouncing 
notions which we have been accus- 
tomed to condemn, and giving up 
arguments on which their ancestors 
erroneously insisted. We may render 
great service to our readers, whatever 
may be their own convictions, if we 
mention some of these, and in doing’ so 
prepare them for a consideration of those 
points which remain to be adjusted. 

It affords us pleasure to observe that 
Dr. Halley does not like the word 
“sacraments.” Very few baptists have 
admitted it into their vocabulary; it 
being adapted, in their apprehension, to 
give currency to unscriptural notions. 
Dr. Halley tells us that he is somewhat 
perplexed in attempting to form such a 
definition of a sacrament, as will include 
baptism and the Lord’s supper, and ex- 
clude every other ordinance of the Chris- 
tian religion ;—that to. show what these 
ordinances have in common, so as to 
entitle them to be classified under one 
term, is more than he can do, or can 
find already done to his satisfaction ;— 
that their having been usually comprised 
under one generic term, has been, he 
believes, the occasion of some serious 


that it would be in vain to consult the 
New Testament for any exposition.of a 
sacrament ; that the doctrine of the — 
church of England respecting sacra- — 
ments, and, although not so glaringly, — 
yet covertly and perniciously, the notion _ 
of the sacraments as seals of grace, in — 
the sense of personal attestations, are _ 
opposed to the doctrine of justification — 
by grace. Cordially agreeing with him — 
in all this, we can only regret that h 
should have sanctioned the term b 
using it. To hang a lantern over t 
stone ins his gateway, in order to pr 
vent his visitors from falling over it, > 
well; but, in our judgment, to 
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repudiating it in all its forms. There are 
many passages on this subject which 
it would give us pleasure to transfer 
to our pages; but, confining ourselves 
to a single specimen, we cannot do 
better perhaps than to take one in 
which he refutes it in that milder form 
in which it has been taught by some 
dissenters, as well as many churchmen. 


“ We may, however, consider the doctrine of 
regeneration by baptism as it is proposed in 
these four distinct senses, and I know no other 
in which it can be expounded. 

“1. Baptism so introduces a person into the 
evangelical covenant, as to give him a right to 
all its external privileges, by the good use of 
which, he may acquire a title to everlasting 
life. 

“2, Baptism so changes the federal condition 
of a person, as to bestow upon him an immedi- 
ate title to eternal life, which he retains, until 
it be forfeited by sin. 

“3, Baptism produces a moral and spiritual 
change upon the soul in connexion with the 
federal change of condition, which entitles him 
to eternal life. 

“4, Baptism is the medium through which 
a moral and spiritual change is, although not 
invariably, yet so frequently produced, as to 
warrant the church, though not with certainty, 
yet in the judgment of charity, to declare the 
person to be regencrate. 

“These four distinct theories of baptismal 
regeneration have been strenuously defended by 
different members of the English church ; and, 
therefore, it is necessary to make a few observa- 
tions respecting them, in order to show more 
clearly and distinctly the bearing of the argu- 

_ment upon the whole subject. I must, as best 
I can, while attempting to refute every form of 
baptismal regeneration, confine myself, as far as 
possible, to one course of reasoning. The first 
theory seems to be the least pernicious. It 
represents baptism as placing a sinner in a new 
and more advantageous position for securing his 

own salvation. According to it, his regenera- 
_ tion is nothing more than the acquisition of 
| those privileges of the gospel by which he may, 
| if he repent, and believe, and live a godly life, 
| attain the blessedness of heaven. Baptism 
| places him in a state of salvability, and, there- 
- fore, it is implied, that all unbaptized persons 
_ are excluded from that state, or, in the most 
_ favourable view which it will permit us to take, 
hat they are not in a state in which we have 
any right to conclude that they will be saved. 
if it be not absolutely certain that they perish, 


hey must be left, to adopt a phrase very fre-. 
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quently on the lips of formalism when clad in 
the costume of ecclesiastical authority, to the 
uncovenanted mercies of God. But the scrip- 
tural doctrine, as we believe, is, that all men, 
baptized or unbaptized, are in the state of 
salvability here supposed ; that is, all men are 
invited and encouraged to avail themselves of 
the privileges of the gospel—all men are not 
only invited but required to believe the truth of 
God by which they may be saved. The obliga- 
tion to believe what God declares, and to do 
what God commands, is imperative upon all, 
antecedent to any sacrament, and independent 
of it. To the Philippian jailor, before his bap~ 
tism, Paul said, ‘ Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.? Was he not 
at that moment in a state of salvability ? ’ Had 
he not permission to avail himself of all the 
privileges of the gospel, and to be saved by 
believing on Christ? We are taught unhesitat- 
ingly to regard all men as entitled to the 
privileges of the gospel, and as forfeiting their 
title only by unbelief. ‘God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that. 
whosoever believeth in him might not perish, 
but might have everlasting life.” If, in this 
sense, to be the object of divine mercy is regene- 
ration, then all men are regenerate. The free 
gift is as extensive in its application for good, 
as was the original offence for evil. ‘As by one 
offence, the judgment came upon all men to 
condemnation, even so by one righteousness 
the free gift came upon all men unto justifica- 
tion of life.’ ‘As in Adam all die, so in Christ. 
shall all be made alive.’ The evangelical cove- 
nant has relation, on the one hand, to all men 
as sinners needing its salvation, and on the 
other, to all believers, as actually possessing a 
personal interest in that salvation ; but it is no- 
where represented as a covenant with any third 
class of persons, in a state preferable to that of 
the world, but inferior to that of the church, 
‘He that hath the Son hath life, and he that 
hath not the Son hath not life.” We read 
nothing in scripture of an intermediate state. 
The gospel presents assurances of salvation 


only to believers, overtures of salvation to alk = — 


men.”—Pp, 214—217. — 


If we understand the respected lec- 
turer aright then, baptism confers on an_ 
infant no sort of advantage: A believer, 
it certainly is not ; and there is no inter- 
mediate class of persons “in a state pre- 
ferable to that of the world, but inferior 
to that of the church.” In this we 
cordially concur. A believer derives ad- 
vantage from the impressive representa- 
tion made to his mind of the great facts 
on which his hopes are founded ; and to 


= 
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him it is the answer of a good conscience 
towards God: “ the cleansing,” as Dr. 
Halley expresses it, “not of the flesh, 
but. of the conscience.” But the con- 
science of an unconscious babe cannot 
be cleansed by such an operation; and 
he“is not placed in “anew and more 
advantageous position” for the attain~ 
ment of spiritual good. ‘The evan- 
gelical covenant has relation, on the one 
hand, to all men as sinners needing its 
salvation, and on the other, to all be- 
lieyers, as actually possessing a personal 
interest in that salvation ; but it is no- 
where represented as a covenant with 
any third class of persons, in a state pre- 
ferable to that of the world, but inferior 
to that of the church.” 

It is gratifying also to find the learned 
spokesman of the congregational body 
disclaiming the doctrine of hereditary 
privilege as explicitly as that of baptismal 
regeneration. In his view, the child of 
the believer has no greater claim to bap- 
tism than the child of the profligate. For- 
merly, respectable independent ministers 
affirmed that infants are to be baptized 
solely on the ground of connexion with 
their parents; that though they have 
not, and cannot have actual faith, yet 
they are sanctified by being born of be- 
lieving parents ; and that an unbelieving 
wife is so far sanctified by her relation to 
a believer that their children were to be 
admitted to the rite of Christian baptism. 
These representations have always ap- 
peared to us to be totally opposed to the 
genius of the Christian dispensation, and 
very mischievous in their tendency. 
This is not however, the doctrine of Dr. 
Halley, and it appears from his-language 
that it isnot now the doctrine of the 
body, though some individuals still ad- 
here toit. “ English congregationalists,” 


he says, “ generally baptize, without | 


discrimination or scruple, the infants 
who are brought to them by the regular 
attendants on their ministry. I think 
this subject,” he adds, “has not been 
sufficiently considered among us, as 
there are still some respected brethren 
who baptize only the children of church 
members, or of professed believers.” 
That baptism came in the place of 
circumcision ; that the signification of 
the two ordinances was the same; and 
that the administration of the one to the 
infants of ancient times afforded an in- 
dication that the other should be admi- 


-nistered to the infants of modern times, | 


have been favourite arguments with our 
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brethren in by-gone days. Truth, how- 
ever, is making great progress, and un- 
founded assumptions are giving way 
before the habit of close investigation. 
“J have,” says Dr. Halley, “and I ought 
to confess it candidly, some serious ob- 
jections to the acknowledgment of bap- 
tism as the substitute for circumcision.” 
And again, ‘‘ The general opinion that 
baptism is substituted for circumcision, 
as a kind of hereditary seal of the cove- 
nant of grace, appears to be ill sustained 
by scriptural evidence, and to be exposed 
to some very serious, if not absolutely 
fatal, objections.” 

The covenant made with Abraham has 
been however, the citadel in which our 
congregational and presbyterian bre- 
thren, when pressed hard, have for many 
generations been accustomed to intrench 
themselves. How many volumes have 
been written to show the bearings of the 
Abrahamic covenant on the subject of 
baptism! How many diplomas have 
been gained by an exhibition of skill in 
treating it! How rarely has the baptism 
of infants been attempted by protestants 
without recourse to its aid! And even 
now, when the presbyterians learn that 
the congregational champion has sur- 
rendered it, we apprehend that they will 
think that it affords stronger evidence of 
his courage than of his discretion. Sueh 
is the fact; and for the sake of those of 
our readers who have not access to the 
book we will quote largely. 


“ Those who maintain that circumcision was 
a personal seal, as well as a type of spiritual 
blessings, will probably adduce the words of the 
apostle respecting Abraham, ‘he received the 
sign of circumcision, the seal of the righteous- 
ness of the faith which he had, yet being un- 
circumcised.’ Astonishing are the piles-.of 
argumentation which have been raised upon 
this passage, and by which, I venture to say, 
my pedobaptist brethren have incumbered, 
rather than sustained their cause, Circum- 
cision was a sign of the Abrahamic covenant 


(and if that be all that is meant by a seal) it 


was a seal, not to the circumcised only, but to 
all the world. It was a perpetual memorial of 


God’s covenant with the seed of Abraham, or it — g 
may to them be considered the seal of the — 


external relation to God of the descendants of 


Abraham, but it was the seal or attestation of 
the righteousness of faith, or of justification by 

faith, to none save to Abraham himself, He 
only of them all had the righteousness, being — 
yet uncircumcised. God gave testimony to his _ 
righteousness, manifestly approved his faith, by 
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making with him the covenant of’ circumcision, 
and in some sense placing him at its head. But 
was it, in this sense, a seal of the righteousness 
which they had, an approval of their faith, to 
the men of his clan, or to Ishmael, or to the 
infants of his household, or to any of his pos- 
terity in subsequent ages? The argument of 
the apostle is founded upon the fact that he 
was not circumcised when he acquired the 
righteousness of faith, ‘to the end he might be 
the father of all them that believe, though they 
be not circumcised; for the promise that he 
should be the heir of the world was not to 
Abraham or to his seed through the law, but 
through the righteousness of faith. Had 
Abraham been at that time circumcised, the 
force of the apostle’s argument would have 
failed. ‘How was it then reckoned ? When he 
was in circumcision, or in uncircumcision ? Not 
in circumcision, but in uncircumcision.’ Neither 
his faith nor his righteousness was produced by 
his circumcision ; and although to him circum- 
‘cision was the seal of faith, it could not have 
been so to his posterity. Our conclusion re- 
mains undisturbed, that the ceremonial ordi- 
nances of the dispensations previous to the 
gospel, were only signs or emblems of divine 
truth.”—Pp. 99—101. 
* * * * 

“ The principal argument for restricting bap- 
tism fo the children of believers, is founded upon 
the opinion that, as the ancient sign of the 
covenant was administered to the seed of 
Abraham in testimony of his faith (the cove- 
nant being made with him and with his seed), 
so the modern sign of that covenant is to be 
administered to the seed of believers on account 
of the faith of their parents. We have therefore 
to consider the very important subject of the 
relation which baptism, the seal of the evange- 
lical covenant, bears to circumcision, the seal of 
the Abrahamic covenant. After some anxious 
consideration, it appears to me that the argu- 
ment in favour of the transmission of the sign 


of the Christian covenant from the believing 


parent to his children, founded upon the trans- 
“mission of the sign of the Abrahamic covenant 


thro hereditary line of succession in the | § 
i tgpesamraeat les orl | nor even any evidence at all.”—Pp, 535—536. 


posterity of Abraham, fails in almost every par- 


ticula; 
foundation, the administration of baptism only, 


to believing. adults, the general opinion that 


_ baptism. is substituted for circumcision, as a 

“kind of hereditary seal of the covenant of grace, 
ppears to be ill sustained by scriptural evidence 

fei to be exposed to some very cae if not 
bsolutely fatal, objections, = 
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x. Independently of the feebleness of its | 


“The argument is, I think, stated. more | 
and distinctly by Dr. Wardlaw, than | 


BAPTISM. 517 
by any other writer witn whom I am ac- 
quainted. He proposes it thus :—“ Before the 
coming of Christ the covenant of grace had 
been revealed, and under that covenant there 
existed a divinely instituted connexion between 
children and their parents; the sign and seal of 
the blessings of the covenant were, by divine 
appointment, administered to children; and 
there can be produced no satisfactory evidence 
of this connexion having been done away.’ I 
am sorry that there is much in this statement 
of my revered friend, and still more in his illus- 
tration of it, with which I cannot bring either 
the facts or the reasoning of scripture to coin- 
cide, The argument is, if I understand it, 
because the descendants of Abraham were cir- 
cumcised in their infancy, the children of 
believing parents under the gospel ought to 
be baptized in their infancy; seeing (for this 
is essential to the argument) that the Abra- 
hamic and the Christian covenants are virtually 
and really the same, and that baptism, as the 
seal, is to be regarded as substituted for circum- 
cision, On this argument is founded the 
exclusive right of the children of believers 
to baptism.”—Pp. 530—532. 
* Peck * * 

“ Agreeing with Dr. Wardlaw in the com- 
mencement of his statement, ‘ before the coming 
of Christ the covenant of grace had been re- 
vealed,’ I am compelled to hesitate, and the 
longer I hesitate the more I demur, on its con- 
clusion, ‘and under that covenant there existed 
a divinely instituted connexion between children 
and their parents, according to which the sign 
and seal of the blessings of the covenant were, 
by- divine appointment, administered to children, 
and there can be produced no satisfactory evi- 
dence of its having been.done away.’ No one is 
bound to produce ‘satisfactory evidence of its 
having been done away,’ until some one produce 
satisfactory evidence of its haying ever existed. 
The respected writer, indeed, says, ‘ Under that 
covenant there existed a divinely instituted con- 
nexion between children and their parents ;” but 
of this connexion, which appears to me to 
be the hinge of the whole argument, he offers, 
so far as I can find, no satisfactory evidence, 


* * * * 
“Dr, Owen, in his tract on Infant Baptism, — 
while the defends generally the views of my 
respected friend, appends an argument which he 
thus expresses:—‘ They that have the thing 
signified have right unto the sign of it, or those 
who are partakers of the grace of baptism have 
aright to the administration of it.’ This I hold 
to be incontrovertible. And afterwards, in order 
to show that the infant children of believers 
a a 
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have the thing signified, the grace of baptism, 
he says, ‘All children in their infancy are 
reckoned unto the covenant of their parents, by 
virtue of the law of their creation, It is there- 
fore contrary to the justice of God and the law 
of the creation of human kind, wherein many 
die, before they can discern between their right 
hand and their left, to deal with infants any 
otherwise but in and according to the covenant 
of their parents; and that he doth so, see 
Rom. vy, 11.’ If it is meant that the children of 
unbelievers are, with their parents, and for their 
parents’ unbelief, excluded from the covenant of 
grace, and dying in infancy perish inevitably, 
while the infants of believers are saved, this, I 
am sure, is nowhere asserted in scripture, what- 
ever may be ‘the law of the creation of human 
kind;’ on which difficult subject, without the 
express testimony of inspiration, I do not feel 
competent to reason. Dr. Owen’s distinction, 
however, is clear, and consistent with his whole 
argument, He baptized the infant children of 
believers, because they are in their parents’ 
covenant of grace; he did not baptize the 
children of unbelievers, because they, like their 
parents, are not in the covenant of grace. To 
these conclusions his view of the Abrahamic 


covenant logically conducted him; and Owen | 


was not the man to hesitate about a conclusion, 
however startling, to which he was brought 
from his premises by a due course of logic, how- 
ever circuitous. But is it the doctrine of the 
New Testament that there is any such distinc- 
tion in the spiritual state and condition of 
infants,”—Pp. 545—547. 


Let it not be supposed however, that 
Dr. Halley is a baptist. While he dis- 
claims the views which have been cur- 
rent in the Congregational churches, he 
at the same time disclaims others which 
have been professed in our body. It is 
one thing to be sufficiently enlightened 
to discover error, and another to discern 
the evidences of the truth. He has his 
own arguments too for the baptism of 
infants. To these, as far as they are de- 


-veloped, we hope to direct the attention | 


of our friends next month. For the pre- 
sent we must content ourselves with the 
negative parts of the volume; the posi- 
tive we intend to examine with equal 
eare, That part of our task may not be 
as pleasant as this, but it is as necessary 
to be performed. Only let it be dis- 


inetly understood | 


Centuries. Had he becomea 


| stood that Dr. Halley still | 
__ advocates the baptism of infants, though | 
on other grounds than those which have | 
been deemed Rade 2 Na 

aptist, his |jud 
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deviations from the old processes of 
pedobaptist argumentation would not 
have been so remarkable. He would 
have appeared then as a baptist denying 
the force of reasonings which other bap- 
tists had rejected. Now his views are 
those of a man loving pzedobaptism, 
practising peedobaptism, set for the de- 
fence of pedobaptism, chosen out from 
the whole corps of congregational min- 
isters to instruct the congregational 
literati on things pertaining to peedo- 
baptism, but seeing the fallacy of state- 
ments on which their predecessors had 
been accustomed to rely, and candidly 
proclaiming it to the world. It appears 
now, on his showing, that whether the 
baptists are right or not in withholding 
baptism from their children, they are 
right in declining to baptize them on 
such principles and for such reasons as 
have been most popularly urged upon 
them by their congregational brethren. 
Any approximation to truth on the 
part of brethren whom we believe to be 
mistaken, we are bound to welcome ; 
and we are glad of an opportunity of 
making it known. Whatever we can do 
towards the promotion of concord and 
unity, without surrendering truth, we 
shall do with pleasure ; and we rejoice 
to find that Dr. Halley and those who 
concur with him, approach more nearly 
to our sentiments on several important 
matters than we had supposed. Happy 
shall we be to find that there is no 
Thersites in the council-chamber of our 
fraternal opponents to interrupt the 
peaceful negotiation, and just as we are 
about to agree amicably that old peedo- 
baptist positions shall be for ever aban- 
doned, to renew the discord and hinder 
the conclusion. Should such a one_ap- 


ear, we trust that Dr. Halley will strip — 


im of his rusty armour, and, like an- 
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a baptist brother may save himself much 
time and labour, by discreet reference to 
this volume. As soon as the word cir- 
cumcision is mentioned, let him ask, 
Have you read Dr. Halley? When any 
one speaks of the federal holiness of the 
children of believers, the response should 
be, I perceive you have not read Dr. 
Halley. When the Abrahamic covenant 
is brought forward, a baptist, however 
deficient in polemical skill, may safely 
reply, Study Dr. Halley. This will be 
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better than debating the points as’ for- 
merly. Some who would not listen to 
us will probably hearken to him, and 
his opinion is likely to have far more 
weight with them than ours. Thus too, 
will our brethren be enabled to devote 
their energies to labours of a less con- 
troversial character ; or if controversy 
must still be continued, to concentrate 
their strength upon those arguments 
which the learned spokesman of the Con- 
gregational Union has not yetsurrendered. 


BRIEF NOTICES. 


The New Testament Translated from Gries- 
bach’s Text. Byi Samurn Snare. The 
Second Edition. London: 12mo, pp. 468. 
Price 3s. 6d. 


The greatest advantage derivable from an 
English translation of Griesbach’s text, seems 
to be this: it might be made to show that its 
deviations from the text used by the compilers 
of the common version were comparatively few 
and unimportant, and might thus relieve the 
unlearned from false alarms arising from ex- 
aggerated notions of the extent of various read- 
ings. That purpose cannot, however, be answered 
by the work before us, which, being a new trans- 
lation of the text throughout, will lead English 
readers to suppose that the variations are incom- 

rably more numerous than they are. Take, 
Pr illustration, the first sentence of Matthew’s 
gospel. The English reader finds, instead of 
the words, “ the book of the generation of Jesus 
Christ,” to which he is accustomed, the words, 
“the book of the birth of Jesus Christ.” His 
inference naturally is, that Griesbach’s text 
gives a word signifying birth, and that the text 
used by king James’s revisers had one signifying 
generation. This would, however, be an errone- 
ous inference, there being no difference between 
the readings of the Greek, but merely a differ- 
ence in the way of translating a word which is 
identical in all existing editions of the original. 
This is but,a specimen, The impression pro- 
‘duced on the mind of one who knew no better, 

would be that the variations between the differ- 
“ent Greek texts are a hundred times more 
numerous than they are in fact. Griesbach is 
responsible for the contents of this volume. 
‘is right that every reader should know that 
not to Griesbach, but to the translator, 
at he is indebted for these remarkable say- 
:—* Lo, I am with you always even to the 
of the age ;’—“ If any one eat of this bread, 
will live till the end of the world ;”—* I give 
» them everlasting life, and they will not 
till the end of the world.” j : 


% n Essay towards a New Translation of the 
Ep stle 0 ’ St, Paul to the Romans, on the 
Basis of the Authorized Version. With a 


 Paraphrase, and Brief Explanatory Notes. 
B es Ht 4. 


, Coorer, B, 


sity of London, Intended for English Readers. 
London: 8vo. pp. 72. Price 3s, 


“Tf it shall seem,” says the author, “ that by 
this essay, any light has been thrown on this 
most obscure, but, at the same time, cardinal 
portion of God’s word, the writer’s lengthened 
and toilsome task will not have been in vain.” 
Now, we do not say that there is no obscurity 
in the epistle which does not originate in the 
false theories of those who apply themselves to 
the examination of its language, but we believe 
that these are the chief source of the darkness 
of which it is common to complain. Nor do we 
say that Mr. Cooper has not thrown any light 
upon it, but we think that the English readers 
he has in view, will find his translation much 
more obscure than that to which they have 
been accustomed. He often presents us with a 
recondite interpretation when the obvious one 
of the common version accords in our judgment 
more exactly with the meaning of the inspired 
writer. At present, however, a final sentence 
may be advantageously deferred, as the author 
contemplates a larger work in which the views 
unfolded in this are to be fully developed and 
defended. 


A Memoir of Thomas Harrison Burder, M.D. 
By Joun Burper, M.A. London: 12mo. 
pp. 167. sae 
The subject of this memoir was the youngest 


son of Mr. George Burder, pastor of the inde- 
pendent church in Fetter Lane, London, and 


editor for many years of the Evangelical = 


Magazine, Having been educated for the 
medical profession, Mr. Thomas Burder gra- 
duated at Edinburgh, and excited high expecta- — 
tions of future eminence; but his health and 
life were apparently sacrificed to inordidate 
intellectual exertion and moral sympathies, the 
influence of which no physical treatment could 
effectually control. In compiling this account 
of his brother, the author has steadily kept in 
view his primary object—“ the gratification and 
instruction of the friends of the deceased ;’— 
others, however, especially medical students, 
may derive pleasure and advantage from this 


portraiture of an amiable, devout, and con- 


of the Univer- | scientious man, 
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Beptist Missionary Reward 
Books for Children, Lon- 
don: Houlston & Stoneman, 


Though the committee of the 
Baptist Missionary Society is 
not in any way responsible for 
the publications sold under this 
title, they are adapted to pro- 
mote attachment to that insti- 
tution among the young, and 
will doubtless be encouraged 
very generally by its friends, 
They consist at present of eight 
small books, each containing 
eight pages, written in a simple 
and attractive style and adorned 
with a wood cut, As in all 
works of this kind the embel- 
lishments are of the highest im- 
portance, we have thought it 
desirable to furnish our readers 
with specimens of those which 
are given in this series. The 
first represents the recent dis- 
embarkation of Mr. Clarke and 
his company at Clarence, and 
is the prefix to “ Africa’s Sons 
Restored.” The second belongs 
to “ The Two School Boys ;” it 
contains an account of the sudden 
death of two youths who belonged 
to the school at Kingston in Ja- 
maica. The third is “The Torna- 
do :” it is prefixed to a narrative 
of the perilous scenes to which 
Mr. Clarke and Dr. Prince 
were exposed in their passage 
from Africa to Jamaica, The 
other little works, each of 
which has its appropriate pic- 
ture, are entitled, A Few Words 
to Children about Missions— A 
Hindoo City—A Jamaica Bap- 
tizing—The Negro Servant— 
and Mary Graham. The price 
of each is one half-penny, 
or three shillings and sixpence 
per hundred. Mr. William Stan- 
ger, the accountant at the Bap- 
tist Mission House, by whom 
they are compiled, intends to 
continue the series; and we 
hope that the circulation will 

be sufficient not only to secure 
him from loss and to encourage 
him to proceed, but also to ren- 

_ der them a very extensive bless- 
ing in our sabbath schools and — 
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The Fathers and Founders of the London 
Missionary Society. A Jubilee Memorial. 
Including a Sketch of the Origin and Pro- 
gress of the Institution. By Joun Morison, 
D.D., Author of * The Protestant Reforma- 
tion,” “ Family Prayers for every Day in the 
Year,” “ The Parent’s Friend,” &c., &c. A 
New Edition, with Twenty-one Portraits. 
London: Fisher, Son, and Co. 8vo. pp. 580. 


With evident propriety, the author has taken 
occasion to usher in the jubilee year of the 
London Missionary Society, now commencing, 
‘with a republication of his biographical memo- 
rial of its Fathers and Founders. The General 
Sketch of Christian Missions, with which the 
work was originally introduced, is omitted ; but 
the work itself is presented to the public in one 
volume, and at Jess than half the price at which 
it was originally sold. In April, 1840, we had 
the pleasure of inserting a commendatory review 
of the first edition, written by one of the oldest 
surviving members of the Baptist Missionary 
Committee. To those of our readers who have not 
access to that article, it may suffice to say, that 
the book contains sketches, more or less full, of 
the lives of thirty-eight eminent men, written 
in a manner that cannot fail to gratify their 
connexions. 


Delineation of Modern Catholicism, drawn from 
the Authentic and Acknowledged Standards 
of the Church of Rome: namely, Her Creeds, 
Catechisms, Decisions of Councils, Papal 
Bulls, Roman Catholic. Writers, the Records 
of History, &c. In which the Peculiar Doc- 
trines, Morals, Government, and Usages of 
the Church of Rome are Stated, Treated at 
Large, and Confuted. By the Rev. CHARLES 
Ex.iotr, D.D, A New Edition, Corrected 
and Revised throughout, with numerous Im- 
portant Additions, by the Rev. Joun S, 
Srame. London: Mason. 8vo. pp. 822, 


Eight hundred octavo pages printed in double 
columns with very small type on very large 
“paper, furnish themselves an ample apology for 
some delay in noticing the substantial volume 

in which they are included. Of this apology we 
must avail ourselves on the present occasion, 
and at the same time acknowledge'that even now 
-we cannot boast that we have read the whole 
book, or even given it an examination as complete: 
as it seems to deserve. We are unwilling, how- 


it is a work on which immense labour has been 
expended ; that it evinces much argumentative, 
ability; and that it is comprehensive beyond 
any former works that we have seen on the sub- 
__ject. Of what denomination Dr. Elliott is an or- 
__ nament we do not know ; we do not perceive any 
_ indication of denominational preferences in his 
_ writings; and he has availed himself of the 
_-resources of the whole Christian world. 


: ever, to withhold any longer our testimony that | 


Te. 
boa 


pod 
§:.20: ide 
q Salinstrating it so fully in his ) lc 
‘paragraphs. It affords us pleasure to 
Ses it known. is + : 


ay 


ly in this country; and he has conferred an 
them the work of his America 


b gation on the British public by introducing 


tamp is assistant editor to the Wesleyan | 
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The Works of William Jay, Collected and Re- 
vised by Himself. Volume IX. Containing 
Sermons. London: C, A, Bartlett. Pp. 508. 


In an advertisement prefixed to these ser- 
mons, the venerable preacher tells us that, with 
a. single exception, they were the first that he 
published ; that nearly forty years have elapsed 
since they first appeared; and they have gone 
through five large editions. We cannot be sur- 
prised at their popularity : their simplicity, origi- 
nality, and useful tendency, quite justify the 
taste of our fathers who purchased them, and 
their continuance in the book-market will yield 
pleasure and advantage, we trust, to many of the 
grandchildren of their first admirers. 


Christian Encouragement: or, Attempts to 
Console and Aid the Anxious. By Joun 
SHEPPARD, Author of “ Thoughts on Private 
Devotion,” §c, Third Edition. London: 
Tract Society. 12mo. pp. 383. 


For pious persons of cultivated minds but 
pensive habits, this work is admirably adapted. 
The author has taken care that the consolation 
he administers should be solid, and he has 
directed it to a great variety of cases, 


Moments of Thought on Subjects Spiritual, 
Experimental, and Practical. By Samurn 
ALEXANDER BrapsHAw,. London : pp. 138. 
Price 2s;6d. 


Some persons who have but little time for 
reading, when they can devote a few minutes to 
the exercise, wish for a work on important sub- 
jects, distinguished by plainness, brevity, and 

oint. They are frightened at a large volume, 
feng chapters, and an elaborate style ; and want 
something short, clear, and forcible, to supply 
them with topics for meditation when the boo 
is laid aside, and they are engaged in the ordi- 
nary pursuits of life. The work before us is of 
this class. It consists of sixty short exercises, 
A portion of scripture is taken as the ground of 
each, some pertinent remarks are made illustra- 
tive of the passage, and designed to promote 
experimental and practical godliness, and then 
three aphorisms are subjoined. We have been 
pleased with the scriptural views, the catholie 
spirit, and faithful appeals of this little book, 
which would have been, however, more accept~ 
able and useful, if our author had bestowed a 
few more “moments of thought” on his com- 

osition. The sententious, pithy style at which . 
he has aimed, requires concise and appropriate _ 
phraseology. Redundant and unsuitable words” 
weaken the effect, like blemishes on a lens, which 
diminish the light and heat of the focus. Some 
of the phrases also are too colloquial and jocular 
‘for, the nature of the subject: such as the 
following :—“ Some make so much haste in 
their prayers that they will not allow God time 
to hear; then how shall such prayers bring 
‘down answers?” ‘To many readers, notwith- 
standing these abatements, the work will afford” 
entertainment and instruction. 


_ Affectionate Counsels to Students of Theology, 
“on Leaving College, and also to Young Minis- 
ters. Being an Address, considerably En- 
larged, Delivered in Ebenezer Chapel, June 
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the 25th, 1844, to Mr. Eustace Rogers Conder, 
A.M, Mr, Henry Brown Creak, A.M., Mr. 
Hill, Mr, Thorp, Mr. Fairbrother, and Mr. 
Holder, on the Canplion of their Studies and 
leaving Spring Hill College, By Joun ANGELL 
James. Published at the earnest request of the 
Tutors and Students. London: 8yvo. pp. 48. 
Price 1s, 


Counsels which it is desirable should be 
written on the hearts of students of all colleges, 
and ministers of all denominations, 


The Christians’ Mirror of Duty to God and 
Man: or, The Example of Christ Illustrated 
from the Scriptures, London: Seeley. 16mo. 
pp- 143. 


Texts of scripture relating to the spirit and 
deportment of our Lord, arranged under differ- 
ent heads, and accompanied, occasionally, with 
a few words of comment. A good pocket 
companion. 


The Christian World. A Universal Repository 
of Christian Literature, Original and Select, 
Reviews, Essays, Narratives, Statistics, 
Poems, Books, Pamphlets, Periodicals: all 
forms of Intelligence in one, 'T. H. Srock- 
ton, Editor, No. I.—V. Philadelphia: 
8yvo. Price One Dollar per annum. 


The. plan of publication is this: one month, 
selections from British magazines; the next, 
original correspondence; the next, book publi- 
cations. The yee object is stated to be the 
advancement of Christianity. It is difficult to 
judge of the merits of any periodical by a few 
detached numbers, especially one conducted on 
such a plan as this; but we should think that those 
British Christians who take a lively interest in 
the religious affairs of the United States would 
like to see it; and it announces some subjects 
for prize essays in which British Christians are 
invited to compete, 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 
Approved. 


A Jubilee Memorial. Being the Substance of Two 
Sermons, preached at Kingsland Chapel, June the 
16th, 1844, on occasion of the Jubilee of that Place 
of Worship. With a Statement Relative to its 
Origin, Founders, and First Pastor, &c. By Tuomas 
Avene. London: Snow. 12mo. pp. 99. 


ee 


Immanuel: or, The Mystery of the Incarnation of 
7 bed = re oe By James User, D.D., 

re’ op of Armagh. London: Paii 18mo. 
ppe78. Be aac 


* Our Home Population: or, The Voluntary Principle 
and Lay Agency Sanctioned of God, and adapted to 
promote the Moral and Spiritual Renovation of those 


Districts of the Country Still in a State of Moral | 
By the Rev. | 


Degradation and Religious Destitution. 
Joun ALLEN, Author of “The Mate of the Orwell,” 
cbs Pi ha aera ss eae Cautions 
addressed to | oung Men,” Second Edition. 


ee 


Bio. pp. 247. eee st || 2 


BRIEF NOTICES. — 


Musical Devotions, Consisting of Twenty Psalm 
and Hymn Tunes. Including a Variety of Useful 
Metres, adapted to Dr. Watts’, Dr. Rippon’s, Mr. 
Wesley’s, and other Congregational Hymn Books. 
With Two Original Hymns, for Sabbath Schools. 
Composed for Four Voices, with an Accompaniment 
for the Organ or Piano Forte. By W1LLIAM SMITH. 
London: Ward and Co. Price 2s. 6d. 


Outlines of English History, with Notices of the 
Manners and Customs, Dresses, Arts, &c., of the 
Different Periods. By Henry Incz, MA., Author 
of “ Outlines of General Knowledge,” and “ Outlines 
of French History.” With a Genealogical Chart, 
Thirty-first Thousand. London: 18mo, pp. 108. 
Price 1s., sewed. 


Cyclopedia of Biblical Literature. By JouNn 
Kittro, Editor of “The Pictorial Bible,” &., &c. 
Assisted by various able Scholars and Divines. Part 
14. Edinburgh: 8vo. Price 2s. 6d. 


The Eclectic Review. September, 1844. London : 
Price 2s. 6d., , t A : 


The Herald of Peace. July, 1844. London: Price 6d. 


The Pictorial Sunday Book. Part IX. 
Knight. Price 1s. 6d. 


London : 


The Path of God. By the Rey. E. E. Adams, 
M.A., Pastor of the American Church in Hayre-de- 
Grace, France, and late Chaplain to Seamen at St. 
Petersburgh. London: Hamilton and Co. 12mo. 
pp. 51. 

A Letter to the Rev. Eardley C. Holl, Curate of 
St. Mary’s, Reading. By the Rev. J. StaTHAM. 


A Treatise on Prayer. By J>THornton, Author 
of “A Treatise on Repentance,” “Fruits of the 
Spirit,” &e. London: (Tract Society) 18mo. pp. 212. 
Price 1s. 6d. 


Sights in Autumn. London: (Tract Society) 
16mo. square. Price 1s. 


The Apprentice: or, Affectionate Hints to a 
Young Friend Entering upon the Business of Life. 
London: (Tract Society) 18mo. pp. 176. Price 1s. 

Connected Scripture Lessons for Lower Classes. 
First Series. One Folio Sheet in each Lesson. By 
WALTER WILLIaM Kina. London: Stoneman. 


Monitors’ Questions on the Connected Scripture 5 = 
Lessons, for Junior Classes. By WALTER WILLIAM : 
Kine. London: Stoneman. 32mo. pp. 35. ae 


The Mother's Primer. A Little Child’s first Steps 
in Many Ways. Mrs, FELIx SUMMERLY. With 
a Frontispiece, by M. London: Longman: pp. 26. 


“aig Sale 


Hymns for the Chamber of Sickness. By. 
pee London: (Tract Society) 16mo. . 


— 


Account ofits, Peon ngs: of the’ 
Annual Session of the Baptist Union 


don, April the 19th, 22n 
Report, — 
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MISSIONARY STATIONS IN_ CHINA, 


Ina letter from the Rev. J. L. Shuck to 
the editor of the American Christian Watch- 
man, dated Hong Kong, February the 12th, 
1844, we find a panoramic view of missionary 
stations in China, which will doubtless be 
acceptable to many of our readers. 


Mr. Shuck says, “ In noticing the distribu- 
tion of the missionary foree at present in 
China, I mention their names in order, as to 
time of their occupying the different posts, 
I begin with the north. 

“‘The city of Shanghae, estimated popula- 
tion, 150,000. Dr. Lockhart and family, 
London Missionary Society ; Rev. Mr. 
Medhurst and family, London Missionary 
Society ; George Balfour, Esq., British 
Consul; W. K. Medhurst, jun., Esq., inter- 
preter to the consulate; Dr. Hale, surgeon to 
the consulate; vice consulate, vacant. Shan- 
ghae is considered the greatest commercial 
emporium in all China, It is the see of a 
Roman Catholic bishopric. 

“ The city of Ningpo, estimated population, 
200,000. Rev. Mr. Milne, London Mis- 
sionary Society; Dr. Macgowan and family, 
American Baptist Board ; Robert Thorn, 
Esq., British consul; vice consulate, vacant; 
Charles Sinclair, Esq., interpreter to the con- 
sulate; Dr. Irons, surgeon to the consulate. 

' Ningpo is the handsomest of all the five 
posts, and has a refined and interesting popu- 
~ lation. 

“City of Amoy, estimated population, 
100,000. Rev. Mr. Abeel, American Board of 
Commissioners; Dr. Cumming, an American, 

- but of no society; Dr. Hepburn and family, 
- American Presbyterian Board; Henry Grib- 
| ble, Esq., British consul; G. G. Sullivan, 
_ Esq., vice consul; Lieut. Wade, interpreter 
| _ to the consulate; Dr. Winchester, surgeon to 
_ the consulate. Amoy has long been a place 
| of great native trade, and of considerable 
| wealth. It is situated on an island of the 
- same name, and has a splendid harbour well 
- protected at allseasons 
“The city of Foo-Clow-Foo, estimated 
~ population, 300,000. This city as yet has 
: -neither missionaries nor consul. It is a beauti- 
ful place in the midst of the great tea districts, 
ad the capital of the province of Fokeen. — 
» “The city of Canton, estimated popula- 
on, 500,000. Rev. Dr. Parker and family, 
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American Board of Commissioners; G. T. Lay, 
Esq., British consul; vice consulate, vacant; 
Thomas T. Meadows, Esq., interpreter to the 
consulate ; Dr. Majoribanks, surgeon to the 
consulate. No city in China. carries on’ so 
much of foreign trade as Canton. It is a 
confined place of residence for foreigners, but 
a most important and most neglected mis- 
slonary post. 

“The city and island of Hong Kong, 
estimated population, 40,000. Rev. Mr. 
Shuck and family, American Baptist Board; 
Rev. Mr. Roberts, American Baptist Board; 
Rev. Dr. Bridgman, American Board of Com- 
missioners; Rev. Mr. Brown and family (an 
American Presbyterian), Morrison Education 
Society ; Rev. Mr. Deane and family, Ameri- 
can Baptist Board; Dr. Hobson and family, 
London Missionary Society; Rev. Mr. Ball 
and family, American Board of Commis- 
sioners ; Rev, Dr. Legge and family, London 
Missionary Society; his excellency Sir Henry 
Pottinger, governor; Hon. Major General 
D’Agiular, lieut. governor and commander 
in chief of the whole British army in China 
head quarters at Hong Kong; Rev. Mr. 
-Gutzlaff, Chinese secretary and interpreter; 
C. E. Stewart, Esq., treasurer and financial 
secretary; Major W. Caine, chief magistrate; 
A. F. Gordon, Esq., land officer; Rev. Mr. 
Stanton, colonial English chaplain; Dr. 
Anderson, colonial surgeon; Col, Chesney, 
commandant of the garrison. 

“ The native population of Hong Kong is 
rapidly increasing, large and attentive congre- 
gations of Chinese are assembled for public 
preaching in their own language every Sab- 
bath, schools are established, the printing 
press is in full operation, and we only need 
more labourers to enable us to enlarge our 
operations and work to more advantage. 
Kowloon, a populous town on the main 


land, and Clang Clow, a small, but thickly 


peopled island ten miles from Hong Kong, 
are out stations of the American Baptist 
Mission, On behalf of the American baptist. 
churches, an interesting mission in China has 
been commenced under encouraging circum- 
stances, and it now remains for the said 
churches to say whether it shall or shall not 
be properly supported.” 


—— 


: On the 18th of June, Dr. and Mrs. Devan 


| sailed from New York for China, under the 


“patronage of the Baptist Board of Foreign 


Missions. 


Hues * 
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LETTER FROM HONG KONG. 


Since the preceding intelligence was in 
type we have been favoured with the sight 
of a letter from Mr. Shuck to Mr. Angus, 
dated Hong Kong, May the 28th, in which 
he says,—‘ I know how interested you must 
feel in everything concerning the cause of our 
common Master in China, and it is with 
humility and gratitude that Iam enabled to 
say that we never before were so encouraged 
jn our work. God evidently is adding his 
blessing to the feeble instrumentality put 
forth. I have baptized a few most interest- 
ing converts. On Lord’s day next I baptize 
again, and there are still ten or twelve most 
encouraging cases of inquiry. Congregations 
still large, and in every particular our mission 
just now is in a most hopeful state. Pray for 
us. I have recently baptized a man who, 
when I fell in with him, had been a Budhist 
priest for nine years. He is now a consistent 
and happy disciple. The schools prosper; 
and our boy’s school, consisting of twenty 
promising youths, is entirely supported by 
the foreign community. Mr. Deane and Mr, 
Roberts also have much to encourage them. 
One of Mrs. Shuck’s Chinese girls gives 
evidence of piety.” 


=——— 


ASSOCIATIONS. 
BERKS AND WEST MIDDLESEX. 


The following churches are united in this 
association :— 


Addlestone..... 
Ashampstea 
Bagshot. 
. Brimpto 


sessseeW. C. Worley. 
-H. Fuller. 


West Drayton...seove.sJs s 


anger. 
_, Winds0F.......seeeeeree5s Lillycrop, . 


~ Wokingham ............C. H. Harcourt. — 


‘The ministers and messengers met at 
Addlestone, May the 28th and 29th. Mr. 
Harcourt was chosen moderator. Mr. Haw- 
son preached, The circular letter, on Union 
among Christians, written by Mr. Hatch, was 
adopted. The church at Brimpton, having 
applied for admission, was received into the 


association. A sub-committee was appointed 
to.consider a plan for the establishment of a 
inister’s widows 
and superanuated ministers, The object and 
constitution of the Baptist Theological Edu- 


of 


aw 


society for the support 


Society was approved, and its 


aan) ser 


cation 
"eCOl 


. 
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Statistics. 

Number of churches (including Brimpton) 15 
Baptized .0ssseccoansecacewsassee 74 
Received by letter ..........+. 13 
Received by profession ....... 2 
Restored  .......seceeneces sncazasaD 

— 99 
Removed by death .«.......0++ 21 
Dismissed a 
Withdrawn 
Excluded .. 


Clear increase (including Brimpton, 12) — 22 
Number of Member .......sssseesersceseeses 1313 
Sunday scholars 


Teachers 


The next association is to be held at 
Windsor, or in case of failure, at Reading, 
on the Tuesday and Wednesday in ‘‘ Whit- 
sun-week,”” 


EAST AND NORTH RIDING. 


The following are the churches constituting 
this association :— 


MCGUIG as cecsesoneeeemcter 
Beverley........ 


Borough Bridge — Macree 
Bridlington ..... -R. Harness. 
Driffield,.... +.J. Normanton. 
PIGAON, cectassanvannamees 


Hull, S. H. Lane ......D. M. Thomson. 
Do., George Street .J. Pulsford. 

Hunmanby ..........+...D. Peacock. 

Kilham ...... 


W. Hardwick. 
B. Evans. 
se W. Be Davis. 


The meeting was held at Malton, and Mr. 
Hardwick presided. _ Messrs. Thompson and 
Mackay preached. The circular letter is on ~ 
Man’s Justification before God. Among 
| other resolutions passed were the following :— 


That a sub-committee be appointed to commu- 

| nieate with the secretaries of the West Riding 

| Itinerant Society, approving generally of the princi- 

| ples embodied in their circular, and our desire to 

| co-operate with the other associations in engaging 

| the services of Mr. Burton, or failing him, any other 
equally qualified brother, | 


+ 3 “That this meeting is of opinion that it is most 
| desirable to have a chapel at Whitby, and that ~ 
ton, 
the history and prospects of the cause there, which — 
statement shall be printed and widely circulated — 


structed to 


legal or other proceedings tl may be 
io institute for ths purpore, 
“That this meeting, ¢ 


brethren Evans, Wheldon, Thomson, and Norman- — 
be a sub-committee to draw up a statement of 
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Donum, would offer him their sincere thanks, and 
would earnestly but respectfully request his late 
colleagues, Dr. Murch and Mr. Pritchard, to follow 
his example. 

Statistics. 


Number of churches ”...........:ceccescsseneseee 14 
Baptized 
Received by letter ... 
Restored 


Remoyed by death 
Dismissed 
Excluded 


Clear increase 
Number of members . 
Sunday scholars 
Village stations 


Next year the meeting is to be held at 
Scarborough. 


Ween cheer eeeetereneeeeeeneens 


PEMBROKESHIRE, 


This association was held this year at 
Bethany, Pembroke Dock, June the 4th, 
5th, and 6th. 


Statistics. 

Number of churches (beside branches) ....38 

BaptlZOGeesgecessocessocscquersse 

Received by letter.. Save 

RESEOTEE weescossvenpesvnersesees 

Removed by death 

Dismissed ves. <+-sc00r 

FEXGIWA BUR. weacevsogenesscape toes 
CYGAY-INCRORRGocsresecessasesecsecuswoassdegeeser 139 


The next association is to be held at Llang- 
loffan, the first Wednesday and Thursday in 
June, 1845, 


THE CARMARTHENSHIRE AND CARDIGANSHIRE, 
These associations were held at Cwmivor, 


near Llandilo, June the 11th and 12th. 


Statistics. 

Number Of churches .....sccessessssecesseesees +63 
Baptized ...... Reeavice ..367 
tte by letter... = 
Restored ......ceeseseessessevers 

—577 
Removed by death............133 
Dismissed®........ waeuabesaseey Ol 
Excluded ...cccsevccecseree serene 


Clear increase ..scsssessesevserccssersracssesees 225 


hat the next association be held at } 


-Rhydwillim, 


on the second Tuesday and 


_ Wednesday in June, 1845. — 


— ae 


NEW CHAPEL. — 
| HARTLEY ROW, HANTS, 
Thursday, September the 12th, 1844, 
1ew baptist chapel was opened in this 
> by two sermons; that in the afternoon 
VOL. VII,—FOURTH SERIES, 
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by the Rey. J. Griffin of Reading, and that 
in the evening by the Rev. W. B. Bowes of 
London. The Rev. Messrs. Lepine of Basing- 
stoke, C. H. Harcourt of Wokingham, Reading 
of Odiham, and W. E, Archer, took part in 
the services. The chapel, which is generally 
admired for its construction and neatness, has 
been provided by the liberality of the senior 
deacon of the church worshipping in it, who 
has also built a very-convenient brick chapel 
for a station, a mile and a half distant, capa- 
ble of accommodating from one to two hun- 
dred persons. 


ORDINATIONS, 
ISLINGTON. 


On the 18th of July, the Rev. John 
Jenkyn Brown, from Bristol College, was 
publicly recognized as the pastor of the 
church lately formed at Islington Green. 
The Rev. Mr. Hollis of Islington Chapel 
commenced the service by reading the 
scriptures and prayer; after which, Mr. 
Stovel of Prescot Street, delivered an intro- 
ductory discourse. Dr. Steane offered the 
ordination prayer, and Mr. Crisp, Mr. 
Brown’s tutor, gave the charge. In the 
evening, Mr. Hinton of Devonshire Square, 
preached to the church and congregation. 


COLEFORD, GLOUCESTERSHIRE, 


Mr. Jobn Penny, formerly of Stepney 
College, late of the University, Edinburgh, 
has accepted a cordial and unanimous invita- 
tion to the pastorate of the baptist church in 
this town, and has entered upon his labours 
with encouraging prospects of usefulness. 


BIRMINGHAM. 


The Rev. George Dawson, M.A., late of 
Rickmansworth, Herts, has accepted an invi- 
tation to become the pastor of the church 
late under the care of Dr. Hoby, meeting in 
Mount Zion Chapel, Graham Street, Birming- 
ham, and intends to commence his duties 
there on the first Lord’s day in October. 


RECENT DEATHS. 
DR. CARSON. 

Our readers will participate in the regret 
with which we to have announce that a fatal 
result has ensued from the accident mentioned 
in our last as having befallen this eminent 
writer. He had been travelling for the Bap- 
tist Missionary Society a few weeks, visiting 
Birmingham and a part of South Wales, and 
had returned in safety as far as Liverpool. On 

3s 


= 


a" 


- 


— 


a 


526 


the evening of the 17th of August, he was 
walking along the Liverpool Dock, waiting 
for the departure of the steamer for Belfast, 
when, just as the lamps were lighted, having 
taken out his watch to ascertain the time, 
while replacing it he stepped over the side of 
the dock into deep water. His fall was ob- 
served, and a boy passing at the time with a 
ladder, it was put down instantly by a cus- 
tom-house officer, who descended and laid 
hold of him, A small boat immediately 
pushed from the quay, in which he was placed 
and taken to the steam-boat. It being found 
that one of his shoulders was dislocated, this 
was set; and proceeding on his yoyage he 
arrived at Belfast on Saturday evening. He 
went immediately to the house of Mr. Wil- 
son, the baptist minister, who received him 
hospitably, and who with his family treated 
him with a kindness which Dr. Carson’s rela- 
tives appreciate very highly. A violent con- 
gestion of blood in the lungs came on, and he 
was soon in a very dangerous condition. The 
medical assistance rendered by two of the 
physicians of Belfast, and by his son, Dr. 
Carson of Coleraine, who reached him on 
Monday, relieved him in some measure, and 
he was thought to be improving till the fol- 
lowing Friday evening, when an unfavourable 
change took place, and about eight o’clock on 
the morning of Saturday, August 24th, he 
expired. 

His remains were taken on that day to his 
residence at Solitude, near Tubbermore, and 
were conveyed from thence to their present 
resting-place at Desertmartin on the following 
Monday. “Seldom, if ever,” says a specta- 
tor, “has it been our lot to witness so large 
and respectable a funeral, or an occurrence 
on which so much unaffected sorrow was 
evidenced. It was truly a day of mourning, 
The coffin was borne from Solitude to the 
churchyard gate, by members of his congre- 
gation, after the hearse, from which place it 
was shouldered to the grave by ministers of 
various denominations, and finally deposited 
in the same grave with his lamented partner, 
whose death took place about seyen months 
ago.” 

Dr, Carson was educated for the ministry 
of the presbyterian church, and sacrificed an 
advantageous position in it, when he became 
a baptist. “Of the early part of his career,” 
says an able writer, in the Coleraine Chro- 
nicle, “there is but little known to the pub- 
lic, His unassuming disposition prevented 
him from giving publicity to many of the 
interesting circumstances connected with his 
life which would now impart pleasure and 
instruction to his numerous friends and ad- 
mirers, , In his writings he was firm, vigorous, 
and unbending, especially when the truth 
_was to be defended, or error assailed, In the 
affairs of private life he was the very reverse, 

_ 80 much so, that he was most unwilling to be 
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dragged into a viva voce discussion with any 
one, Controversy in private life was con- 
trary to his dispositions and feelings. And 
although some may have considered him a 
bigot, and charged him with giving an undue 
preponderance to a few of the doctrines and 
precepts of holy writ, such a charge cannot 
be substantiated by a reference either to his 
writings, his conversation, or his actions. As 
a proof of this statement the following circum- 
stance will be sufficient. A gentleman was 
relating to him a conversation that he had 
had with a unitarian who called for the 
purpose of procuring his signature to a peti- 
tion in favour of the Dissenters’ Chapel Bill. 
The gentleman gave a flat and somewhat un- 
courteous answer. Dr, Carson disapproved 
of the course he had pursued : ‘ Christianity,’ 
said the distinguished divine, ‘demands that 
we shall give a respectful answer to every 
man, no matter whether friend or enemy.’ 
Let those who charge him with bigotry think 
of the principle which dictated that charitable 
declaration, blush, and be for ever silent. 
Moreover, a perusal of the introduction and 
preface to his late work on baptism, demon- 
strates that bigotry formed no part of his 
creed. Anxious for the salvation of souls, he 
never failed of setting forth in all his dis- 
courses the great work of redemption, and 
urged with intense solicitude all those who 
heard him to fly to Christ, the hope of glory. 
He was not, therefore, a mere theorist in re- 
ligion; practical piety adorned the life and 
conversation of this great and good man. It 
is said, that after the death of his second 
daughter and the admission of the last mem- 
ber of his family into the Tubbermore church,’ 
he expressed himself from the pulpit in warm 
and affectionate terms, declaring that previous 
to his being a father he had prayed earnestly 
that he might never be favoured with a child 
who would not become a child of God; add- 
ing, that he had seen the delightful realization 
of his wish that day. He was strongly im- 
pressed with a full sense of the providence of 
God, believing that it was specially extended 
to his church and people. It was a theme 
which employed many of his contemplative 
hours, and formed the subject of some of his — 
most popular writings. He regarded his es- 
cape from drowning at Liverpool as one of 
the most striking interpositions of divine pro- 
vidence. During his last hours he frequently _ 
alluded to the circumstance in a manner that 
both edified, instructed, and warned those — 
who waited on him in his dying moments, 
He always made it a point to sacrifice worldly 
interest to’religious principle. His whole lif 
was one of severe trial arising from his stric 
and steady adherence to what he belie 
were the requirements of the gospel. 
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except the last time. He had been accus- 
tomed during the entire course of his ministry 
to lecture on successive passages of holy 
writ; that rule he never departed from, until 
the four last sabbaths he was at home, when 
he preached on the joys and the glories of 
heaven, and that too in a manner and with 
an ability, when, to use the words of his 
hearers, he almost seemed to be out of the 
body. Previous to his departure for England 
he made his will, and arranged all his papers, 
which he had never before done, and through- 
out his illness never expected to recover. In 
all this it would appear that he had some pre- 
sentiment or anticipation of his approaching 
end,” 

Acquaintance with these facts will impart 
additional interest to the perusal of Dr. Car- 
son’s remarks on “‘the manner of the death 
of Christians” in an earlier part of our present 
number, The passage is extracted from his 
work, too little known in this country, enti- 
tled “* History of Providence as manifested in 
Scripture ; or Facts from Scripture illustra- 
tive of the Government of God.” 


MR. T. WOODS. 

Died, Aug. 13th, Mr. Thomas Woods of 
Cranfield, Beds. Called by grace in the 
twentieth year of his age, he maintained his 
Christian profession honourably through thirty- 
nine years, twenty-six of which he was a useful 
and beloved deacon of the church meeting in 
the village in which he resided. 


MRS, HARRIS, 


Died, on the 10th of August, at Fenny 
Stratford, Bucks, in the thirty-fourth year of 
her age, Maria, the beloved wife of Mr. 
Alfred Harris, and second daughter of the 
late Rev. W. Gunn of Aylesbury. Mrs, 
Harris was in her early days frequently the 
subject of strong religious convictions, but it 
was not till she had passed the age of twenty 
that she gave proof of a decided change of 
heart. On witnessing the immersion of seven- 
teen persons she became convinced of be- 
lievers’ baptism; and on January the 3rd, 
1830, with her dearest earthly friend, openly 
professed her attachment to the Saviour by 
following him in that ordinance, and became 
a member of the church at Fenny Stratford. 
She was, for a considerable time, the subject 
of lingering and painful disease, which was 

borne with Christian patience and resignation; 
and as she had lived the life of a saint, she 
met death with fortitude in the possession of 

‘a good hope through grace, leaving behind 
her an affectionate husband and a family of 
‘small children, to bewail their loss. 


= 
; MRS, WHITE. 
- Died, on Monday, the 26th of August, at 


4, 


@ residence of her son, in Kensington, in 


her ninety-seventh year, Elizabeth White, 
who had been from her earliest years the 
subject of religious impressions, and had been 
a consistent member of the Christian church 
for eighty-two years. She retained all her 
faculties to the last; she could hear, and see 
to read, and converse with all who called to 
see her concerning the faithfulness and love 
of God. She was the child of many prayers, 
having had the advantage of a pious father; 
and from a very early age she was accustomed 
to attend the means of grace. From a child 
she was taught to know the holy scriptures, 
and was frequently at that time much dis- 
tressed respecting her state as a sinner before 
God. The serious impressions wrought upon 
her mind at that period never left her, and at 
the early age of fifteen years, she was enabled, 
by divine grace, to surrender her heart to the 
Lord, and became from that time, and has 
continued throughout the long period of 
eighty-two years since, a decided follower 
of the Lord Jesus. In her becoming decided 
for the Lord, she suffered, and patiently en- 
dured, considerable persecution from the 
world; but was enabled, notwithstanding, to 
maintain her integrity and to evince the 
reality of her attachment to Christ by thus 
taking up the eross and bearing his reproach. 
Soon after she became decided for God, she 
went out to service, and remained in that 
position for a few] years, until she became 
acquainted with, and was eventually married 
to, her first husband, William Munday, who, 
like herself, feared God. She made it her 
constant study to search the scriptures on all 
occasions, and to “ acknowledge God in all her 
ways,’ therefore she conscientiously felt that 
she could “ marry only in the Lord.” At this 
time they were both members of an indepen- 
dent church, but some time after this, while 
living at Crundal, her husband was led to see 
the importance and scriptural character of 
believers’ immersion, and was baptized in the 
baptist chapel at Wokingham, July the 21st, 
1782. To this she was much opposed at 
first, but subsequently she was led prayerfully 
and attentively to examine the truth, when 
she also became convinced, and on the 6th of 
October following, was immersed in the same 
place, walking the distance of fourteen miles, - 
and carrying her infant at her back all the 
way. They were obliged to engage persons 
to accompany them home to protect them 
from the rage and malice of the people. 
Persecution prevailed to such an extent at 
that time, that on one occasion the minister 
was taken from the room where he had been 
‘preaching and dragged on a hurdle through 
the village, and her husband was one who 
was subpeenaed to appear against the parties. 
The Lord overruled this for good, and one of 
the ringleaders became a converted character, 
through the mercy the minister manifested 
towards them on their trial. The Lord mak- 
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ing use of this means to awaken him to a 
sense of the superiority of that religion which 
could forgive such gross outrages. 

Some time after this they went to live near 
Wokingham, when it pleased God to take 
from her her husband, leaving her a widow 
with four children, all ill in the small pox. 
Under this heavy affliction she was greatly 
supported by faith in-the divine promises. The 
Lord was pleased to restore all her children to 
health, and to raise her up again. She had 
the happiness to see them grow up to man- 
hood, ‘Three of them have died in the faith, 
and the other survives her, in whose house 
she died. He has for many years been a 
consistent member of the independent 
church at Kensington. Subsequently she 
married a Mr, White, a member of the same 
church with herself; but she was called to 
pass through another deep affliction in the 
loss of her second husband, and was again 
left a widow. Sometime afterward she came 
to reside with her son at. Kensington, and 
continued to worship with the baptist church 
in Silver Street, Kensington, and to commune 
with them at the Lord’s table, until she was 
prevented, by age and infirmities, from getting 
so far. 


MISCELLANEA, 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


At the meeting of the Gloucestershire 
Baptist Association assembled at Stroud, May 
the 29th, 1844, the following proposition 
was adopted:— 


“That this meeting of ministers and messengers 
haying specially sought the divine guidance, and 
being deeply impressed with the importance of 
brother Cross’s remoyal from Thornbury to some 
central situation in the county, in order to visit any 
of the churches of this association requiring his 
adyice and assistance, and generally to extend the 
cause of Christ, are of opinion that such a step 
would, under the divine blessing, be eminently 
calculated to promote the welfare of such churches 
and the Redeemer’s cause, and they therefore re- 
commend him to give the matter his serious con- 
sideration in connexion with a regard to the interests 
of the church at Thornbury, and earnestly hope and 
pray that he may be divinely directed.” 


In accordance with the above proposition, 
Mr. Cross has determined to resign his charge 
at Thornbury, make Gloucester his place of 
abode, employ himself in helping small 
churches, raising new interests where~open- 


| scriptions towards the 


INTELLIGENCE. 


tion of God’s cause. Not all can thus act, 
because not all have the means. But allow 
me, Mr. Editor, to ask, are there not those 
who have? Is not the example worthy of 
imitation ? Are there not to be found others 
willing ? And analogous to this is another 
thought. It sometimes happens that removals 
of the more wealthy individuals of our con- 
gregations take place; would it not bea good 
thing for them to take into their calculations 
in anticipating a removal, for retirement, it 
may be, questions something like the follow- 
ing, as of paramount importance, ‘ Where 
am I most needed? Where shall I be most 
successful in seeking, not my own good, my 
own pleasure, but the good, the happiness of 
others? Where most useful in bringing under 
the influence of truth those now far from 
God »? If our judgment be formed by facts, 
seldom do such thoughts seem to have a place 
in the mind. Are not places to be found 
adorned with all that is beautiful, attractive, 
inviting in nature, but their moral aspect 
presenting ignorance, wretchedness, and woe ? 
Humanity, with tearful eye and bleeding 
heart, would say, ‘Come over and help us.’ 
May we not hope the day is at hand when 
ministers and members of churches able, will 
make the required sacrifices, and do the need- 
ful work ?” 


HAWORTH, YORKSHIRE. 


A meeting, consisting chiefly of the mem- 
bers of the second baptist church at Hall 
Green, Haworth, Yorkshire, was held on the 
22nd of July, 1844, in the school-room con- 
nected with the chapel, to commemorate the 
twenty-first anniversary of the pastorate of the 
Rev. M. Saunders over that church. The 
friends having taken tea together, after sing- 
ing and prayer several neighbouring ministers 
and members of the church addressed the 
meeting; and a resolution was unanimously 
passed expressive of their attachment and 
high esteem for his devoted labours and use- 
fulness among them as their pastor, and in the 
denomination at large, whose welfare he has 
so long and perseveringly endeavoured to 
promote. It was also determined to enter 
into a subscription to provide some sub- 
stantial testimonial of their sincere regard to 
him and to Mrs. Saunders for her assiduous 
and unremitting exertions in the sabbath 
school. A committee was formed to carry 
the above intentions into effect, eS 


~ 


3 CHARD. paste 
We are glad to leain that at the first anni- 


versary of the opening of the new 
chapel in this town, June Ist, 


INTELLIGENCE. 


BRITISH © ° SCHOOLS. 
ERECTED. 


DCCCXLIV, 


WALTHAM ABBEY BRITISH SCHOOLS. 


The exertions which are being made in 
different parts of the country by members of 
our own denomination, as well as others, to 
supply by voluntary efforts the want of edu- 
cation among the labouring classes afford us 
great pleasure, In cities, in towns, and in 
rural districts, schools have recently been 
established where there were none, and en- 
larged where efforts had been previously com- 
menced. In this patriotic work our friends 
at Waltham Abbey have distinguished them- 
selves. Having opened a school in 1840, the 
usefulness of which has been shown in the 
experience of four years, they determined this 
summer to build a school-house containing 
accommodation for girls as well as boys. The 
building, which is about forty-five feet in 
Jength and about twenty-four in width, is 
nearly completed. We believe that some 
pecuniary assistance in the undertaking is 

needed, and we sincerely hope that it will be 
received. 
3 LOUGHTON, 
Sr; the village of Loughton, in Basex, a 
— has been erected by G. Gould, 
., and has been opened on the s stem 
_adopted by the British and Foreign School 
“Society. Rejecting all catechisms and formu- 
laries, and using the bible only for the pur- 
‘pose of religious instruction, persons of all 
denominations are invited to unite in its sup- 
ort and management. 
2 25th, about one hundred and twenty per- 
took tea together in the school-room, 
r which, the treasurer having taken the 


On Thursday, July | 


chair, Messrs: Mudie, Gull, Simmonds, Pugh, 
Hargreaves, Jones, and Brawn, addressed a 
large and respectable audience. ‘The meeting 
was commenced and concluded with singing 
and prayer. On the following Monday the 
school was opened for the admission of 
scholars, when forty were received, and there 
was ground to expect an increase when the 
harvest and gleaning should be over. 


PONTYPOOL. 


The annual meeting of the Baptist Theolo- 
gical Institution at Pontypool, was held in 
the English baptist chapel on Wednesday, 
the 3lst of July. The Rev. S. Williams of 
Nantyglo, having introduced the service, two 
suitable and impressive discourses were de- 


livered on the occasion; one in Welsh by the’ 


Rev. H. Jones of Carmarthen, and the other 
in English by the Rev. Dr. Murch of London. — 
After dinner many of the friends and sup- 
porters of the institution assembled again in 


the same place, when the secretary’s report — 


for the past year was read. Among other 
things, there was a reference in it to the exami- 
nation of the students in May last, by the 
Rev. W. Jones of Cardiff, and the Rey. 
KE. A. Claypole of Ross, which they kindly 
undertook at the earnest request of the 
committee. 
municated respecting the result, was highly 
satisfactory to the meeting. It reflected much 


credit upon the young men, and upon ue 


conduct of their tutors. 
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The report which they com- 
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RESIGNATION. 


The Rev. George Sayce resigned the pasto- 
ral oversight of the church assembling at the 
baptist chapel, Chester Street, Wrexham, on 
Sunday the 15th of September, 1844; hav- 
ing been compelled, by declining health, after 
twenty-seven years of affectionate and useful 
ministration, to retire from the active engage- 
ments of this station. 


MARRIAGES. 

At the baptist chapel, Stratton, Wilts, by the 
Rey. R. Breeze, July the 22nd, Mr. Henry Rey- 
NOLDS, Flaxland’s Farm, to Marrsa, daughter of 
Mr. Istxes, Swendon. 


At the Poultry Chapel, by the Rev. James Smith 
of New Park Street, Southwark, on the 13th of 
August, 1844, Mr. James Hares of Leadenhall 
Street, to Miss ExizapetH Lucas of Old Broad 
Street. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


At the baptist chapel, Soho Street, Liverpool, by 
the Rey. R. B. Lancaster, August the 14th, Mr. 
WiiurAm Sauispury of Everton, to Miss Mary 
Bancrort of Liverpool. 

At the baptist chapel, Wincanton, by the Rey. 
George Day, September the 10th, Mr. Ira Day to 
Miss Carpp. 


At Union Chapel, Oxford Road, by the Rev. 
F. Tucker, September the 19th, Mr. ALFrep Brip- 
cert, to Mary ANN, eldest daughter of Mr. George 
CHEETHAM, all of Manchester. 

At the baptist chapel, Thrapston, by the Rey. B. 
C. Young, September the 20th, Mr. W1iLLIAM RAn- 
DALL, jun., of Wigsthorpe, Farmer, to ANNE, young- 
est daughter of Mr. Edward W. Wickes of Hill 
House School, Thrapston. - 


September the 10th, at Claremont Chapel, Penton- 
ville, by the Rev. J. J. Brown, Minister of Islington 
Green Chapel, Mr. GEorGr CARTER late of Paulton, 
Somerset, to Exiza, only daughter of Alexander 
FLaTHER, Esq., of Hastings Street, New Road. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


ON MARRIAGE WITH THE SISTER OF A 


DECEASED WIFE. 
To the. Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Dear Sir,—In the July number of your 
valuable miscellany, appeared queries on the 
subject of marriage with the sister of a 
deceased wife. If you think the following 
observations worth publishing, they are en- 
tirely at your service. 

It will’scarcely be requisite to say there is 
no direct probibition of this marriage in the 
sacred volume. One passage has been thought 
strongly to imply that the union was 
countenanced—I mean Lev. xviii. 18. On 
this, however, little stress can be laid, as 
it is very questionable whether it was more 
than a prohibition of polygamy, the word 
sister being merely intended to mean a sister 
in the sense of being a woman, 

While, however, there is no direct. prohibi- 
tion of this marriage, it has been argued, and 
with much seeming force, that the prohibition 
of the marriage of a brother’s widow, Ley. 
xviii, 16, must be considered as including in 
it the prohibition of marrying a deceased 
wife’s sister, the relationship being the same, 
There is very much doubt whether this chap- 
ter in Leviticus refers to marriage at all, or 
whether its reference is not to abominations 
which were common among the Gentiles, and 
against which the Jews were most solemnly 
cautioned. 

Leaving, however, these very grave and 
weighty considerations, it is worthy of remark 
that from the tendency of the Jews to holdjin 
high estimation the conduct of their great 
progenitor, Abraham, we should naturally 
expect that marriage with a woman who in 
any sense could be called a sister, if the con- 


remarks on the | 


nexion were not pleasing in the sight of God 
would be forbidden, and the careful reader of 
the Old Testament will find that, with the 
exception of the deceased wife’s sister, the list 
of sisters is tolerably complete, see, Lev. xviii. 
9, 11,16; xx. 17; and again, Deut. xxvii. 22. 
Now the careful and repeated omission of the 
one woman, who can be called a sister, with 
whom of all others the matrimonial connex- 
ion is likely to be formed, certainly furnishes 
very powerful presumption that there was no 
intention to forbid such marriages. 

Then, again, be it remarked, the marriage 
with a brother’s widow, so far from being 
forbidden as immoral, was enjoined, Deut. 
xxv. 5—10, if the deceased brother left no 
children; very evidently, therefore, the pro- 
hibition, in case there were children, had no 
reference to the abstract morality of the 
union, but to the danger of the children’s 
right of inheritance being infringed upon as 
the inheritance of the two brothers, would in 
all probability, according to Jewish law, be 
united to, or interfere one with the other. = 

Whether, however, this was the precise — 
reason of the prohibition or not, there is 
enough in the liberty, nay, the injunction, — 
to marry where there were no children, to 
prove that the union cannot, in the sight — 
of God, be in itself wrong; and therefore to — 
draw from that conditional prohibition a law 
absolutely forbidding another union, never in 
any part of scripture directly forbidden, has, _ 
to say the least of it, more speciousness than — 
solidity of argument. “capitis eae 

Having thus answered the query which 
relates to scripture, it remains to make a few — 
i question as it exists in 
England. The statute law on this subject 
commenced in the reign of Henry VIII., 
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and was unquestionably introduced to counte- 
nance and legalize the adulterous inclinations 
of that abandoned monarch. 

Thus the act of the 25 Henry VIIL., 
c. 22, the first act of parliament, which 
declared that a marriage with a deceased 
wife’s sister is contrary to God’s law, was 
passed for the principal purpose of legalizing 
that monarch’s divorce with Catherine of 
Arragon, his late brother,’ Prince Arthur’s 
widow, and of illegitimatizing his daughter 
by her—the princess Mary. : 

Within three years from the time when 
this act of injustice had been agreed to by 
the legislature, Anne Boleyn, on whose 
account it was enacted, had perished on 
the scaffold. On the next day, Henry 
married the lady Jane Seymour, and in 
the next month the act 28 Henry VIII., 
c. 7, was passed; the second and only other 
act in which the parliament of England has 
ever declared that marriage with a deceased 
wife’s sister is forbidden by the law of God. 
This act declares the king’s two former 
marriages to be void, pronounces both Mary 
and Elizabeth illegitimate, and confirms the 
succession to his heirs by Jane Seymour. 

The only other act in this reign upon the 
subject in question, was the act of 32 
Henry VITI., c. 38. It repeals the former 
act, sets forth in its preamble, the incon- 
yeniences which had arisen by reason of other 
prohibitions than God’s law admitteth, invent- 
ed by the court of Rome for their lucre, and 
enacts, “ That all persons are lawful to marry 
that be not prohibited by God’s law; and 
that no reservation or prohibition (God’s law 
excepted) shall trouble or impeach any 
marriage without the Levitical degrees,” 

The two former acts are repealed. This 
last was repealed by Philip and Mary, but 
being revived by Elizabeth, is still in force, 
and it would, from this, seem that there is 
not in existence any act of parliament defin- 
ing the term, “ prohibited degrees.” 

In the year 1563, a table of degrees, within 
which persons were prohibited to marry, was 
prepared, called by the name of “ Archbishop 
Parker’s Table of Degrees,” published by his 
authority, and ordered to be placed in our 
churches. This table, which among others 
prohibits marriage with a deceased wife’s 
sister, is referred to in the ninety-ninth canon 
of the English church, passed in the year 
1603, which declares, ‘that all marriages 
made and contracted within the degrees 
expressed in this table, shall be adjudged 
incestuous, and consequently shall be dis- 
solved as void from the beginning.” j 
_ This then is the canon law of England, 
ut Lord Hardwicke, in the year 1736, in a 
most elaborate argument in the court of king’s 
ench, decided, “‘ that the canons of 1603, 
iving been made since the reformation, and 
4} having been confirmed by parliament, do 
ial 
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not bind the laity in matters merely ecclesi- 
tical. And it has been doubted, even in the 
ecclesiastical courts, whether these canons are 
binding on laymen. 

These references to law are extracted from 
a pamphlet well worthy an attentive perusal, 
entitled, Considerations on the state of the Law 
regarding marriages with a Deceased Wife’s 
Sister, by H. R. Reynolds, jun., M.A., Bar- 
rister at law. Longman and Co., 1840, 

Thus stood the matter until 1835, and it 
was common to have such marriages cele- 
brated. They could be disputed by any 
interested party in the ecclesiastical court, but 
unless the suit was commenced during the 
life of both the parties who had so married, 
it could not be sustained. It is generally 
known that the reason of introducing the 
bill in 1835, was, that a prohibited marriage 
having taken place in a noble family, and 
proceedings being threatened, which might 
have disturbed the property, our legislature 
determined thus to protect the parties who 
were in danger of ecclesiastical proceedings, 
and by a law the consistency of which the 
framers of it must expound, all such marriages 
having already taken place were declared firm 
and good, and all such in future taking place, 
were pronounced null and void. 

In the House-of Commons there was an 
intimation that a bill would be introduced to 
legalize the marriage with a deceased wife’s 
sister, and with one or two others of the pro- 
hibited affinities, but although various peti- 
tions have been presented, and some of them 
numerously signed by clergymen, all altera- 
tion has been resisted. Scripture our bishops 
cannot quote, but they are very eloquent on 
the law and custom of their-church. The 
misery which a law'so unjust and unscriptural 
inflicts, and the immorality to which it leads, 
need not be described. 

The only portion of your queries which 
remains unanswered, is that which has refer- 
ence to what, under such a state of the law, 
a Christian ought to do. The consideration 
is a very grave one, and which, on other ques- 
tions beside this, deserves more attention than 
it has received. It appears very doubtful to 
say the least whether a Christian ever has 
a right to break the laws of his country unless 
those laws require from him some personal 
religious acts which he cannot conscientiously 
perform, and as the marriage contemplated 
cannot come within this definition, it becomes 
very questionable whether in England a Chris- 
tian ought to attempt such a union. Where 
the expense can be met, and the requisite 
registers obtained, various States, both on the 
Continent and in America, present an open- 
ing for the legal celebration of such marriages, 
and by adopting such a plan, a Christian 
gaves himself from the very questionable step 
of breaking the laws of his country. Whether ~ 


such a marriage would be held valid in this 
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country, however, remains to be tried, as the 
case has never yet come into any of our 
courts, and legal advisers are divided in their 
opinions on the question. 

I remain, yours truly, 


ON THE LORD’S SUPPER. 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


My pear Sir,—It will, I doubt not, be 
freely conceded by many of your intelligent 
readers, that the present is distinguished above 
any former period of the church, for a spirit of 
searching inquiry; and that religious usages, 
however venerable for their age, and sacred 
for the undisputed prevalence which they 
have obtained, will have their claims to our 
regard closely examined, and if found incon- 
sistent with the scriptures of truth, will be 
thrown aside without further ceremony, as so 
much ecclesiastical lumber for which we have 
no further use. 

Permit me, Mr. Editor, through the medium 
of your valuable pages, to call the attention 
of the members of our churches, who, from 
indisposition and other causes, are occasionally 
deprived of the presence and stated labours of 
their respective pastors, to the following im- 
portant questions, viz., Is ordination to the 
pastoral office a qualification to dispense the 
Lord’s supper ? or would it be disorderly in a 
church to “do this in remembrance of” their 
crucified Lord, in the absence of a minister, 
whether ordained or not ? 

Having known a church of long standing 
bring the pastor of another church, fifty miles 
distant, for the express purpose of administer- 
ing the Lord’s supper, while, at the same 
time, they had a student occupying their 
pulpit with efficiency and acceptance, I am 
led to infer that a superstitious idea of the 
ceremony of ordination, of too close affinity to 
the dogma of “ apostolical succession,” must 
exist in the minds of some, highly discredit- 
able to-us as “ protestant dissenters.” 


selves from practices so questionable as these? 
In conclusion, allow me, in deference to 


to suggest the following plan, which I humbly 


spiritually-minded brother, say a senior dea- 
con (but not because he is a deacon), to 
officiate till the pastor’s return;—such a pro- | 
cedure would, I think, secure a 
attendance upon the ordinance, and at once 
maintain the harmonious peace and inde- 
pendence of the church. 

If you can find room for the above in 
an early number of your magazine, of which | 
I have long been a reader, and whose circula- 
tion I have endeavoured to extend, 


You will oblige, 
Yours r lly, 
Pe nen on R. Chie ; 


! ; uy | family, requests us to say that he begs that, 
think might be adopted by a church when | ¢ 
destitute of its pastor :—Let the members | ane present, all: pommapeiaateng relating 


meet and appoint some experienced and | 


who have te to Canada, i in the hope _ 


| his friends was aed r 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


ON THE ORDINATION OF MINISTERS, 
To the Editor of the Baptist Magazine. 


Srr,— Will you, or any of your correspon- 
dents, answer the following queries in your 


| magazine, it will oblige a reader of it ? 


I. Is there any scriptural authority for the 
ordination of ministers as usually practised 
among dissenters? Or, 2. Is the call of a 
church to a minister, with his acceptance of 
it, sufficient to constitute him pastor of that 
church ? 

Yours, &c., 
H. 


EDITORIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


Ir is not likely that any of our readers will 
overlook the article in our present number on 
the Writings of the Early English Baptists; 
but we may perhaps be permitted to say that 
it deserves attentive perusal, not only on ac- 
count of its intrinsic worth, but also because 
of its bearings on the projected re-publication 
society. With the author of that paper the 
proposal originated; he is now acting as the 
Secretary of the Provisional Committee; and 
any suggestions respecting the design, espe- 
cially such as may assist in determining the 
propriety of the undertaking, he will thank- 
fully receive at Avening House, near Stroud, 
Gloucestershire. The gentlemen appointed 
to ascertain the practicability of forming such 
a society and to prepare a plan of its consti- 
tution, to be laid before a meeting held in 
connexion with the next quarterly meeting of 
the Baptist Missionary Committee, were Dr. 
Steane, Dr. Murch, Dr. Davies, Rev. W. 
Groser, and Mr. Jones. It is thought that 
by an annual subscription of one pound, se- 
curing to each subscriber a return of four 
octavo volumes, the object may be sect 


Is it | 2 the course of a few:years.’ : 


not, I would ask, high time for us to free our- | 


‘The Treasurer of the Bible ‘Translation 


| Society, J. H. Allen, Esq., being about to 


ie ; '} remove to Hastings, with a view to the im- 
the opinion of your numerous correspondents, | 


provement of the health of a part of his E 
x 
to the Society be addressed to the Secretary, ; 
the Rey. Dr. Steane, Camberwell. : 


r 

é 

Mr, and Mrs. Horne, respected members 2 
of the church in Church Street, Blackfriars, 


of promoting the best: interests of some of its _ 
inhabitants, arrived et at Montreal a ont 
fourth of August. ; , 


~ The handsome 
Greenwich by the 
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PORT MARIA, JAMAICA. 


The Baptist Chapel at Port Maria, a view of which is given on the preceding 


page, was opened for divine worship in September, 1842. 


Its site is deemed the 


most eligible in the town: and the structure, which is of English bricks, is 
seventy-five feet in leagth by forty-five in width, and of sufficient height to allow 


at a future time the erection of galleries. 
pounds, nearly three thousand of which have been paid. 


The cost was about four thousand 
There is service in it 


every Lord’s day, and we are happy to learn that it is habitually well filled. The 
following pleasing account has been recently received from the pastor of the 


church, Mr. Day :— 


Since writing you last we have had a most 
interesting service at Mount Angus. On the 
26th of May brother Hands and myself bap- 
tized seventy-two persons in the Rio Sambu, 
which runs around the foot of the mount on 
which the chapel is built. The weather had 
for several days been so exceedingly rainy as 
to render it almost impossible to move from 
the house, but notwithstanding this incon- 
venience the friends of this infant church 
turned out, and cut an entirely new road from 
the chapel to the river-side, for the candidates 
to walk down, as well as for a future road to 
and from the chapel. This road was much 
needed, and it was done with good will and 
in a short time. 


We were favoured with a delightful cloudy 
morning. We were not inconvenienced either 
by the rain falling or the sun shining, during 
the administration of the ordinance ; all was 
order, peace, and solemnity. The subsequent 
services of the day were very interesting, and 
I hope that from the seed then sown an 
abundant harvest may arise to the glory of 
God. 


Our congregations keep up, and we are on 
the increase; but a great sensation is felt 
throughout the island on the sugar duties, 
The ministerial measure, if carried, will work 
the ruin of thousands in Jamaica ; at least so 
it appears to us at present. 


ASIA. 


CALCUTTA. 


In the midst of prevailing disease, by which great numbers both of Europeans 
and of natives have been swept away, our missionary brethren and sisters have 
been mercifully preserved. Mr, Evans, having found his health unequal to the 
duties connected with his pastorate at Lal Bazar, in addition to those arising from 
the Benevolent Institution, has resigned the former; but though he is much 
debilitated we hope that partial relaxation may suffice to restore his vigour. The 
following items are taken from a letter written by Mr. Thomas, July 13th :— 


The intelligence from the country stations is 


; opened in the course of last month, and the 
on the whole pleasing, At some, the breth- 


accounts given by our brethren of the services 


ren have been tried either by the unsteady 
conduct of some of their people, or by the 
persecutions to which they have been sub- 
jected. Additions by baptism have been made 
to two or three of the churches, and at others 
there appears a hopeful process going on 
among the people. 

The chapel recently erected at Dhaka was 


which were held on the occasion are very in- 
teresting. Unless appearances prove very 
fallacious, I think a rich harvest will after 
a while be reaped in that district, when the 
effect of the extensive distribution of the 
scriptures in that part of the country will 
become apparent. 

At Chittagong great sickness has prevailed, 
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and of three children of brother Fink who 
were ill at the same time, two have fallen 
victims, The sickness in his family has been, 
by the doctor and other persons, attributed in 
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a great measure to the locality of his resi- 
dence. Several friends interfered, and urged, 
in fact almost compelled, him to quit it, and 
take another. 


The Calcutta Missionary Herald mentions exertions recently made for the 
establishment of additional vernacular schools. * 


It is now some time since two vernacular 


schools were established at Khidderpore and | 


Cooley Bazar, by the L&l Bazar Church, 
several of whose members reside in that 
neighbourhood. 
medium of instruction in the former, and the 
Hindi in the latter. We have lately been 
favoured with a brief report of both schools, 
which shows that a very promising com- 
mencement has been made. They contain, 


Mr. Denham and his family have reached the Bay of Bengal in safety. 


The Bengali language is the | 


in all, nearly 100 boys, many of whom daily 
read the scriptures, and are taught, in the 
catechisms, those doctrines of Christianity 
which are essential to salvation. 

The school at Allipore was established by 
the individual efforts of a member of the Lél 
Bazar Church residing there. The names of 
boys on the register amount to 209, mostly 
children of the peasantry. The actual attend- 
ance, of course, is much less. 


A letter 


written by him off Cape Palmyrus, July 12th, and transmitted thence in haste, 


contains the following passage :— 


We have suffered little from sea-sickness, 
and on the whole Mrs. Denham and Miss 
Packer, together with the dear children, have 
proved tolerably good travellers. The voyage 
nevertheless has had its dangers; we have 
passed some sleepless nights while ‘‘ The 
Arab” was a speck on the world of waters, 
and apparently a sport to the waves; but from 
every danger ‘‘ God delivered us.” We trust 
that the Father of mercies has been with you 
and the beloved brethren at home composing 
the committee. Please to present our Chris- 
tian remembrance: our earnest and affec- 


tionate prayers are for you and for them. We 
feel ourselves more than ever necessitous and 
weak, but his grace is sufficient. My feelings 
IT cannot describe. The sands which skirt 
the bay are in sight, and the land of our 
voluntary exile is shortly to succeed. Past 
recollections rush upon me, but no regret is 
mingled with them, Our exile is for “‘ Jesus’ 
sake.” May the brethren never regret having 
sent me! May my humble efforts in the 
cause of missions in India meet with the sanc- 
tion of the Redeemer, and his brethren there 
smile favourably upon us. 


et 


JESSORE. 


Respecting the persecution of the native believers referred to in our last, Mr. 


Parry writes thus, June 11th :— 


-s 


I am sorry to say, that the cases of the| are dissatisfied with the Jamédar’s inquiry, 


poor native Christians have not as yet been 
decided. The magistrate ordered the Jama- 
_ dar of the Nyabad Th4n4 to investigate the- 
acts, and to send in a report upon them, 
police officer paid particular attention to 
he statement of the Télukd4r’s witnesses, 
who being his rayats, deposed in favour of 
their landlord. The magistrate, on receivin 
eb eae report, very properly 
the following order :—“ If the complainants 
ee 
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they are at liberty to petition the magistrate 
for a re-examination of their cases.” They 
did so, and thus witnesses have been sum- 
moned. Jam glad to find that the statement 
made to the Jam4d4r, by the Talukdér and 
his réyats, regarding the cattle and rice be- 
longing to the poor native Christians having 
been sold by the collector’s amin for arrears 
of rent, proves to be utterly unfounded. Their 
property was never attached, nor = ~ amin 
T 
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ever issue a notice and sell their property. 
This statement, however, tends to prove that 
the poor people have been deprived of their 
goods. 


Four poor converts were kept in custody | 


for upwards of a month; their legs were 
fastened with ropes, and they were subjected 
to hard labour, without being allowed to rest 
on the sabbath ; they were supplied only with 
only one full meai a day, and at night were 
locked up in a little pakka building, which 
was used as a privy before. The poor suffer- 
ers begged of the Télukd4r in question, to 
allow them one night to sleep in an open 
place, as they were nearly suffocated with the 
heat of the little room in which they were 
confined. He assented to their request, and 
providentally the Chaukidar, who was desired 
to watch them at night, fell asleep, and the 
innocent prisoners managed to make their es- 
cape. They took a very circuitous route to 
return to their Christian friends. Though 
the distance from Napara to Kadamdi, a 
Christian village, is not more than six or 
eight miles, the poor people wandered about 
for a day and a half, and frequently concealed 
themselves in bushes when they felt alarmed 
in observing any person whom they suspected 
to be in search of them. When they arrived 
here and related to me the sufferings they had 
endured, I was deeply affected, and observing 
the marks on their persons, occasioned by 
their arms being very tightly bound with 
ropes, and their being severely beaten with 
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sticks on their backs, I immediately took 
them over to the civil assistant surgeon of the 
station, a very humane and kind man, who 
having examined the marks in question, was 
of opinion that they were occasioned by the 
means above alluded to, and very kindly gave 
me a certificate to that effect, which I for- 
warded with the petitions of the sufferers to 
the magistrate. An order was passed by him 
on the petitions of the complainants, that a 
Parwanah be sent to the Darogah of Nyabad 
Thané to inquire into the merits of their cases. 
I hope this police officer will do justice, as it 
is likely he is desirous of having a good name 
in consequence of having been promoted 
lately to a Darogahship of the first grade. 

I have given you a plain statement of facts 
as I received them from the poor Christians, 
and I have no reason to doubt the truth and 
accuracy of the above statement. In conclu- 
sion I have only to observe, that these converts 
have firmly confessed the Lord Jesus Christ 
under all their sufferings. Had they recanted 
and embraced again their former religion, 
which was Muhammadanism, they might 
easily have escaped persecution. I bless the 
Lord’s name for his mercy and grace bestowed 
on these poor Christian professors, who are 
I believe weaker than babes. Behold in the 
present case the efficacy of divine grace, the 
weakest are made strong, and the fearful bold 
and courageous. May grace abound towards 
these dear people, so that they may henceforth 
live entirely to the glory of God ! 


CEYLON. : 


Mr. Dawson, in a letter dated Colombo, July 22nd, gives additional particulars = 
relating to the death of Mr. Daniel, with a general view of the prospects of the 
mission in that island. 2 


My hastily-written communication of last 
month conveyed to you the mealancholy in- 
telligence of the death of our deservedly 
esteemed brother Daniel, I will now add a few 

articulars connected with the painful event. 
Fis short illness of a week was marked by the 
most patient submission to the divine will, 
and the most devotional frame of mind. His 
faith was firn—his hope strong, and, what 
deeply affected all around him, his ejaculatory 
_prayers were often uttered in Singhalese. In 
this language he Ahad aroused the conscience 
of many a dark idolater, had welcomed con- 
verts to the baptismal flood, had led the devo- 
tions of many a little company of converted 
heathen, had communed. with them at the | m 
_ supper of the Lord, and, when dy to | 
depart,” in the same language he committed 
“his soul into the hands of his Redeemer. He | the 
was in the full possession of his faculties till | 


noon on Saturday, the Ist of June. His mind _ 
then began to wander, but he exhibited in a _ 
pleasing manner “ the ruling passion strong 
in death.” He was preaching to the last— ~_ 
dividing and sub-dividing sermons, and then _ 
appealing to his imaginary audience on the — 
supreme importance of preparing for another 
world. Thus was he engaged, except at short _ 
intervals of eee until 8 o’clock on Sunday : 

is work was done, and 


FOR OCTOBER, 1844. 


and are afterwards examined on the subjects 
lectured upon. Their thirst for knowledge 
is great, and their attainments creditable. 
Mornings are devoted to theology, afternoons 
to history, natural philosophy, geography, 
grammar, arithmetic, algebra, &c. I wish to 
impress it upon the mind of the committee 
that this institution is of incalculable import- 
ance to the mission. It deserves much more 
attention and talent bestowed upon it than I 
can give, and, with our three weekly English 
preaching services, would afford full employ- 
ment for one European missionary. I hesi- 
tate not to say, that if due regard be paid to 
these objects by a missionary, with keep- 
ing the accounts of the mission, no time what- 
ever will be left him either for studying the 
native language or for visiting the village 
stations. It is therefore indispensable that 
the Colombo station be supplied with two 
European missionaries. The same may be 
said of Kandy, where a due attention to the 
printing office, including the preparation of 
works for the press, &c., is incompatible with 
a systematic visitation of the village stations, 
the study of Singhaiese, and preparation for 
English preaching. Oh, that the committee 
could afford to send us out three or four mis- 
sionaries at once! The responsibility and 
duties of a single missionary here are over- 
whelming, and present the temptation of 
working beyond his strength too strongly to 
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be resisted. To this temptation Mr. Daniel 
fell a prey, though his constitution was one of 
a thousand. If, therefore, the lives of mis- 
sionaries are to be preserved (without the in- 
terposition of a miracle), the duties of two or 
three must not be suffered to remain on one. 
Every missionary who deserves the name, 
wishes to spend and be spent in proclaiming 
the gospel to the heathen; but, in proportion 
as he loves their souls, will he desire his life 
to be prolonged to continue his work among 
them. When faint and languid, and warned 
by the hand of sickness of his liability to 
death, he trembles not on his own account ; 
he may have a desire to depart—but he weeps 
for those from whom he has the prospect of 
being soon removed. I write from experience, 
for I am myself far from well, and find my 
constitution gradually sinking under the in- 
fluence of the climate and accumulated duties. 
“« Arise, O Lord! plead thine own cause.” 

Mr, and Mrs. Davies, for whose arrival we 
are now anxiously looking, must be detained 
at Colombo for a few months, i. e., until 
further help be sent from England to enable 
them to follow out the intention of the com- 
mittee by proceeding up to Kandy. Dear 
Mrs. Birt is gone to Kandy to continue the 
school, to which her whole heart seems de- 
voted. I hear she has a-good number of 
scholars, and has commenced a bible class. 
Her health is in a very unsettled state. 


SUMATRA. 


The writer of the following letter, Mr. Nathaniel Ward, a nephew of the late 
Mr. Ward of Serampore, and like him originally a printer, was sent with a print- 


ing press to Sumatra by the brethren at 


Serampore, in the year 1818. No com- 


“munication had been received from him for several years’ till the following letter 
came to hand, which will be found interesting. It is dated Pedang, Feb. 15, 1844. 


Your favour of July, 1843, reached me a 
few days ago, in a moment of deep distress for 
the death of an only brother, just removed. 
All communication with friends at home has 
been so long interrupted, that I have often 
felt myself an outcast from civilized life, 
doomed to close my days in solitude amongst 
barbarians, without the power to benefit either 
them or myself. Such have been my im- 

ressions under the dispensation with which I 
have just been visited. Your letter, therefore, 
was very acceptable, and I rejoice that. it 
affords opportunity of renewing an intercourse 
by which, as you observe, we may all be 

Pe AP RINGS ere ate Rey et 

You are aware, perhaps, that when it was 
; med advisable to withdraw the Sumatran 
mission, I remained for the purpose of pursu- 

__ ing the language, and securing an intelligible 


aad 


version of the scriptures, supporting myself by 
means of agriculture. I thought such occupa- 
tion, by placing me in daily intercourse with the 
natives, and in the constantuse of theirlanguage, 
would be one of the best means of preparation _ 
for the work before me, while such pursuits,” 

where Europeans had never been thus en- 
gaged, would be a further means of good to 
the country. All these objects have, I trust, 
been in some measure realized, though not to 
the extent of my wishes, I have secured a 
copious dictionary of the language, chiefly of 
native composition, under my superintendence, 
which will be highly valuable for missionary 
purposes; and I ive at command, I believe, 
ample means for an intelligible version of the 
scriptures. I have a version of the New 
Testament completed, but requiring revision ; 


‘and I have made repeated trials of portions of 
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both the Old and New Testament, from which 
I am satisfied means are at command for a 
version which shall be universally understood. 
The dictionary contains, perhaps, 50,000 
words, including derivatives, in actual use ; 
and the use of every word being illustrated 
by examples of native origin, as well as being 
explained by synonymes and otherwise, it will 
afford advantages which have never existed 
before for the work of translation. Having 
made a trip to Java-some time ago, Mr, Med- 
hurst was good enough to print for me a ver- 
Sion of Genesis on trial, the whole of which, 
almost, I had to translate there, and leave to 
be printed after my departure, without the 
advantage of that thorough revision which is 
always most effectually given at press. This 
I am now trying among the natives. I left 
with Mr. Medhurst, also, a Life of Christ in 
the Roman character, comprising a harmony 
of the four gospels, and embracing the whole 
history, which I think will be pretty generally 
understood. He has taken it to China, in- 
tending, I suppose, to print it there. 

In the various objects which have thus for 
so long a period engaged a share of my atten- 
tion, I have expended perhaps four or five 
thousand guilders, and the agricultural specu- 
lations in which I have been concerned hav- 
ing proved altogether unprofitable, I am now 
reduced to the necessity of withholding every 
further expenditure for such objects, even a 
personal subsistence being a matter of uncer-. 
tainty unless I remove from Pedang, and 
enter upon some new pursuit elsewhere. 

I am sorry I can offer no prospect of an 
opening door for missions in Sumatra yet. 
The Dutch government have extended their 
authority to almost every part of the island, 
and they are not friendly to any means of 
enlightening the people; on the contrary, I 
believe their policy is to discourage every 
attempt at Christianizing them, as involving 
consequences inimical to their interests. The 
native Christians of Netherland’s India are 
mostly nominal, are regarded as very low in 
moral character, and assuming a privilege by 
which they consider themselves exempt from 


manual labour, they become indolent and un- 


profitable subjects. There is also a great 
want of vital Christianity amongst the rulers 
themselves, and this leading them perhaps to 
ascribe the defects of the native Christians to 
their religion instead of to the absence of it, 
personal prejudices are formed sgainst them, 
and the policy of government to retain the 
people in their actual condition is strength- 
ened by the influence of individual feeling in 
those who come successively into administra- 
tion. 

_ Nor do I see any prem of change in 
this state of things till either the voice of truth 
is heard in Holland, or the chiefs of govern- 
‘ment themselves become subjects of vital re- 

ligion. Sumatra and Java, and every other 
part of Netherland’s India, except Borneo, 


idea has gone aby 
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are closed against all foreign missions by posi- 
tive enactments, and for Borneo, they are 
under restrictions which must render them 
nugatory. The only manner, in fact, in 
which the natives of these extensive countries 
can become acquainted with the word of 
truth is through the medium of the press, by 
means of compositions which for their style 
and character shall be at once intelligible to 
the ignorant and above the contempt of those 
who esteem themselves learned. This | re- 
gard as to a great extent still a desideratum, 
and were I to devote my undivided attention 
to it, I have no doubt I could do something 
effectual towards meeting it; but the fact is 
I am without means, either personal or pecu- 
niary; my time and attention being too much 
occupied with private business, and having no 
longer an income which can be devoted to 
native assistance as hitherto. 

In my agricultural speculations I have 
been encouraged and assisted by government, 
and have received a grant of land as a security 
for the funds employed; but from various 
causes they have proved unprofitable, and 
must be abandoned with loss. The principal 
reason has been the want of labour, and its 
expense; and this difficulty is increasing. 
Sumatra affords an instance of a population 
without labourers ; their wants being few, the 
country thinly peopled, and the treasures of 
nature at every one’s command, enables them 
to subsist almost without an effort ; and la- 
bour for wages, according to their customs, is 
a thing unknown: indeed, there is not a word 
in the language for wages, except one bor- 
rowed from the Dutch. The introduction of 
European influence amongst them has some- 
what altered their position ; calls have been 
made on their time for making roads through 
the country, and for other objects of public 
utility. This has interfered with the .regu- 
larity requisite in planting rice; the crops have 
failed, food has become scarce, disease has 
spread, and a good deal of distress is the con- 
sequence ; but labour for hire is considered so 
disgraceful that not a man will offer himself 
unless he remove to a part of the country 
where he is a perfect stranger. : 

With a view to the improvement of Suma- 
tra in agriculture, and to see how far my 
labours in the language might be rendered 
useful in Java, I made a tour some time ago 
over a great part of the latter island. I found 
the Malayan language in use there essentially 
the same as in Sumatra ; spoken in its purity 
by native Malays, but less so by foreigners of 
every description. The distinction of high — 
and low.Malay appears to have had its origin 
in the Dutch-version of the scriptures, which 
being remarkable for its literality, is deficient — 
in idiom, and consequently often unintelligible, — 
The portions thus rendéred unintelligible are — 
said by the ignorant, from respect to the book 
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itself perhaps, to be in high and an | 
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lay exist as distinct dialects. The Dutch 
ministers, some of whom I heard preach, and 
who use to a great extent the language of that 
version, are said to preach in high Malay, and 
it is a. sufficient apology for being unintelli- 
gible, nay, it is a positive merit with some, 
that both the bible and the preachers are high 
Malay. The prevalence of this error is much 
to be lamented, as a source of ignorance and 
apathy in many who might otherwise become 
subjects of the active influence of divine truth; 
but I believe no wish is entertained by the 
Dutch authorities for a change, and any 
attempt to remedy the evil would be dis- 
countenanced. 

The population of Java appeared to me in 
a high state of temporal prosperity ; but this 
is all that can be said, for with the increase of 
wealth, moral depravity finds means of ad- 
vancement. The government agricultural 
system has the effect of rendering the people 
more industrious and wealthy, but affords 
them means of gratifying their propensities to 
gambling and opium, with a long train of 
vicious consequences. Their moral welfare 
is not an object of the slightest consideration. 
Missions there are not to be thought of as 
long as the present system endures, and, as it 
appears to answer its object of profit to go- 
vernment, it will doubtless be extended as far 
as possible to every part of Netherland’s India. 
As I have said before, all that can be done at 
present must be through the medium of the 
press ; and what is thus produced should be 
of a character end quality to make its way 
without the aid of collateral support from the 
permanent establishment of missions. This 
I conceive is all that can be done for the 
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religious or moral welfare of the natives of 
Netherland’s India; and if the Society think it 
an object of sufficient importance under all 
circumstances, let them empower me to act, 
and place me in command of funds to such 
extent as they may think proper, and I will 
do my best to render useful the knowledge 
and experience time and circumstances have 
given me. At all events, send me a general 
power of attorney to act as the Society’s agent 
in all questions and transactions with govern- 
ment, Unless I have something of this kind 
to show, as I am known not to be supported 
by the Society, I am considered as a private 
individual, and treated accordingly. The dic- 
tionary I have mentioned I consider the So- 
ciety’s, and as I have not the means of pub- 
lishing it myself, it will depend on them what 
is to be done with it, 


Your packet, via Bengal, has not come to 
hand, and will probably be long ere it does, 
for means of communication with that quarter 
seldom occur. Your best way will be to 
send, via Batavia, to the care of Messrs. An- 
derson, sen., and Co., of that place, who will 
forward to my address. Mr, W. Anderson, 
the head of the firm, I hear is a baptist, and 
resides in London, and J have no doubt 
would duly inform you of opportunities. 

I have seen some notice of the West India 
missions, and should be glad to be made par- 
ticularly acquainted with them; as also with 
the mission to Africa, a mere report of which 
has reached me. They both appear objects 


of great interest, as opening an effectual door 
into that vast region, which otherwise appeared 
so entirely closed against every effort. 


AFRICA. 


ae BIMBIA. 


In a letter from Clarence, dated June 12th, Mr. Clarke gives an account of {—— 


visit he had recently paid to this part of the African continent. 


I shall now proceed to give you some ac- 
count of my journey to Bimbia, and its results. 
Delightful letters reached us from brother 
Merrick, and I determined to pay him a visit 
as early as possible. | ; 
_ On Friday, May 31st, at four o’clock, P.M., 
_ I sailed with three carpenters, taking with us 

_ the frame-house given by my dear people in 
Jamaica. Brother Fuller and son, brother 
Christian and servant, and Lendeert By), 
also accompanied us, I had been threatened 
i a 


with fever for some days, but on the day of 
embarkation felt tolerably well. It was a 
lovely evening, and we soon got past Point 
William, and left far behind us the harbour 
and town of Clarence. As night came on the 
moon shone gloriously upon the waters, and 
the mighty mountains of Fernando Po and 
Cameroons were distinctly seen, In eight 
hours we anchored at Mbunjisia Point, out- 
side of the harbour at Bimbia, close by the 
spot of land since purchased by us from King 
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William. Could I fail to contrast my present 
voyage with my last from this place? The 
surf beat against the very rocks which three 
years ago nearly proved fatal to our fragile 
bark. That night of suffering, of danger, of 
mercy, and of enjoyment, was before me in all 
its details; and all the wonderful way in 
which I have since been Jed. I gave thanks 
in secret to my God; and sought his aid to 
enable me to perform the duties, and meet 
the dangers which may yet be before me in 
my course. My mind was very anxious re- 
specting my beloved brethren. I was within 
a mile of Mokuku Batunggu, King William’s 
town, but knew not whether they were sick 
or well, in favour or under frowns, alive or 
dead. As there was no hope of our crossing 
the bar until daybreak, I lay down upon the 
hard deck, and slept until Christian awoke 
me to say that the rain fell heavily. After a 
time the rain ceased, and morning came in all 
itsgrandeur. Theisland, the harbour, the town 
of Mbamba, and the luxuriant vegetation of 
many hills, were before us. Early we were 
descried from Hamby’s town, and young 
Hamby was soon upon the deck of our vessel. 
He informed me that the Batu-lubo were well, 
and both with King William, teaching people 
“to savy book ;” but Motu-lubo had done 
wrong in giving clothes to people in King 
William’s town, and not to people in all the 
towns around. I quieted him by saying Mr. 
Merrick had given all the clothes he took 
with him from Fernando Po, to the people 
who came to school, and that I had brought 
many more, so that those in his town might 
obtain clothing if they assisted us in some 
work, or gave a trifle in plantains, or the like, 
for them. With this he seemed satisfied, and 
went next to tell us of a serious war-palaver 
in which he was a principal. The war had 
begun on the previous evening, and many 
stones had been thrown, and a loud noise 
made by the people in all the canoes engaged. 
I did not~hear that any had been wounded. 
War caps were upon the heads of most who 
approached us with their canoes; but the 
people are too anxious to sell their oil to allow 
a dispute about fishing-ground territory on a 
mud bank at present to divert them. 

As we approached slowly, towed over the 
bar by the people in our long-boat, brother 
Merrick was seen on the beach, and was in a 
few minutes in a canoe on his way to the 
“Harriet.” He looked exceedingly well, and 
informed me he had not had a single day’s 
sickness at Bimbia, He thought the lodality 
cooler, and more healthy than Fernando Po ; 
and gave the most gratilying account of his 
labours and prospects. On reaching the place 
of anchorage, we went to our island, on which 
King William usually resides. We saw his 
Majesty first, seated on sstong By. the 
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ascended the hill, and sat him down under 
a shady fig-tree. He received us graciously ; 
chairs were ordered for us, and we sat down 
by him for a short period. It was about nine 
o'clock, a. m., and although King William, or 
Mangga, is not reputed a drunkard, yet his 
tumbler, half full of brandy, stood before him. 
He was at first a little taciturn and reserved, 
but very civil, and granted readily all the 
favours we asked at his hands. Before we 
parted we had a slight manifestation of confi- 
dence and affection, in his looks, and in the 
manner in which he shook us by the hand. 
Brother Fuller was with us at this interview, 
and was received very favourably. Brother 
Merrick, and his interpreter, went off to pro- 
cure the king’s large canoe, but the king’s 
people loved idleness too much to be roused 
by any thing short of the growl of the king 
himself. The canoes of Hamby, Nako, and 
John King, were immediately at our service ; 
and as soon as I gave ‘‘ book,” i. e., a note 
promising payment, they cheerfully took all to 
shore. John King’s canoe was immensely 
large, seventy feet long, five feet wide, and 
four feet deep; capable of carrying over to 
Fernando Po six oxen, fifty goats, thirty 
paddle-boys, &c., and various bowls and 
other articles. All were glad of clothing in 
payment. Thus we got important work done, 
worth £5 at least, and clothed fifty of the 
naked sons of Africa. One only found fault 
that his garment had no sleeves, and he was 
“big man, him be no boy.” I quietly gave 
him another that pleased him, and we parted 
good friends. John King’s people carried 
most of our boxes from the beach to the house 
in which brethren Merrick and Duckett reside, 
and came to complain that though his people 
had done more work, they had got no more 
pay than Nako and Hamby’s people, who 
had not assisted in carrying the things up the 
hill, Mr. Merrick admitting all the things 
he said to be true, he exultingly said, “‘ Dere 
now, you must ratx before me dis time.” 
Mr. Merrick stated the value of his labour, 
and the double pay he had got in receiving a 
garment for sah man ; and impressed upon 
him the truth, that we had a right to do what 
we thought good with the clothing; and that 
as he was well paid, he should rejoice that we 
paid his brethren better than we had paid 
him, and should not think we did wrong in 
thus doing good to his countrymen. He 
submitted to this sort of reasoning, though 
new, and contrary to his ideas of justice. _ 
The house given to brethren Merrick and 
Duckett, for present use, was cons 
slave-traders, and — 
m previous to 
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sunk, with holes in the bottoms, to receive | only a short time ago this house was used for 
drink for the benefit of the departed head another purpose than that of instructing the 
man. The sides of the house, and the flooring, young. 


are in bad order, and the posts allow the | I laid down to rest -at night on the sofa 
house to vibrate, at every step you take, in a where slave captains have often slept, re- 
way which makes you fear a tornado would membering that one of these marred our suc- 
lay it level with the ground, In one of the , cess when we, in 1841, visited this place. 
rooms lie 113 shackles, plainly showing that 


WEST INDIES. 


BAHAMAS. 


A letter from Mr. Capern, dated Nassau, August 10th, informs us that the trial 
of the coloured baptist teacher at Exuma, Cleghorn Fowler, had taken place, and 
that after the examination of twenty-six witnesses, at the close of the third day he 
was acquitted. He and three of his friends were placed at the bar, to answer a 
charge consisting of ten counts, alleging, among other things, that they had pre- 
vented the celebration of the service of God according to the rites and ceremonies 
of the church of England: the place where it was attempted to perform these 
rites and ceremonies being the baptist chapel, and the time, one Lord’s day morn- 
ing when the baptist congregation had met to worship as usual. The jury returned 
a verdict of Not Guilty ; but the expenses incurred on the behalf of the defendants 
have been upwards of 300 dollars, or £60 sterling. The mail being about to leave 
two days sooner than was expected, Mr. Capern’s letter is short; but further par- 
ticulars are promised. 


CANADA. 


MONTREAL, 


The following extract of a letter from Mr. Cramp, to Joseph Gurney, Esq. will 
be perused by many of our friends with great satisfaction. 


During the vacation I had to supply Mr. 
Girdwood’s pulpit. The care of the “Re- 
gister ” devolved upon me at the same time, 
besides which the unpacking of my goods, 
furnishing my house, and arrangement of my 
library, called for much bodily exertion, and 
every moment of time was fully occupied. 
In addition, as you have heard, was the dis- 


_ tressing affliction of my second son, whose 
death occurred, six weeks after our arrival. 


Blessed be God for the cheering conviction 
of his safety ! : 
Our session commenced three weeks ago. 


On Monday evening, the 5th instant, we held — 
/a meeting in the library, chiefly to implore 


the divine blessing on our engagements, as 
also to give me an opportunity of addressing 
the friends of the college and the students, 
Next morning the business of the session 
began, Mr. Bosworth takes the classical and 


5 


12 
mathematical departments. It is my duty to 
give instructions in theology, logic, and moral 
philosophy. I go to the college at nine in 
the morning, and remain till noon, or a little 
after. I return at four, for an hour’s exercise 
in logic or moral philosophy. 

On the mornings of Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday, the senior class read Greek to 
we have commenced the apostolic 


me: 
fathers, After that, scriptural theology is 
studied. We have gone through some pre- 


liminary inquiries, and commenced the epistle 
to the Romans, which is my text-book. The 
plan is, to ascertain the doctrines composing 
the Christian system, as stated in that epistle, 
comparing the statements therein given with 
those contained in other portions of the word 
of God. The subject for the day is an- 
nounced beforehand, and each student is 
expected to come prepared with scripture 
proofs, properly arranged. In this way we 
shall get a body of divinity, from the scrip- 
tures only, my wish being to establish truth 
before I touch controversy or human systems. 
Such controversial theology as it will be 
desirable to study will be brought under 
notice, together with pastoral duties, next 
session, No reference is made to any theo- 
logical works till the subject in question has 
been first studied seripturally. On Tuesdays 
and Thursdays we read Latin, and then study 
ecclesiastical history. We are now engaged 
in an inquiry into the constitution and govern- 
ment of the Christian church, and shal] then 
take a careful review of the history of the 
first five centuries, and a more rapid glance 
of the remainder. 

On Wednesday afternoons all the students 
meet in the library, and a question is dis- 
cussed, It is always some subject connected 
with practical religion. The junior student 
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speaks first, and the rest follow in succession, 


closing with Mr. Bosworth and myself. We 
find this a useful exercise. 
Saturday is devoted to sermons. A text is 


given out on the previous Saturday, on which 
every student writes a skeleton. When all 
are assembled, I call upon one to read his 
skeleton, after which all have the opportunity 
of making remarks on it, in the same order 
as on Wednesday. Then a long sermon is 
read, written by each student in turn, and 
subjected to similar criticism. At the close, 
the remaining skeletons are brought, and pri- 
vately examined by Mr. Bosworth and my- 
self. Such are our plans. 

The necessities of the province are so 
pressing, and the number of destitute churches 
so great, that the committee have authorized 
us to arrange a short course of study, chiefly 
theological, for the benefit of those young 
men who have already begun to preach, but 
in whose case the usual classical training is 
either unnecessary or inexpedient. 

Tam afraid to speak of our library. We 
want books in every department. It is my 
intention to transmit to England, shortly, a 
list of books, in the hope that kind triends in 
different parts of the country will send us 
some from their abundant stores. 


We have just formed a French Canadian 
church in Milton Township, upwards of forty 
miles from Montreal. The parties had been 
in connexion with the Grande Ligne Mission, 
but had long wished for a baptist church, 
which the Grande Ligne authorities would 
not consent to. They applied to us. Close 
investigation followed, and the result is as 
above stated. A colporteur is engaged, and 
other efforts will follow. This is a new and 
important opening. 


From Tuscarora village, near Brantford, Mr. Landon writes as follows :— 


T have just learned that the Rev. Mr. 
Nellis, one of the New England Company’s 
missionaries here, has just set off for England, 
and that he is the bearer of a letter from the 
chiefs of the Six Nations to her Majesty, 
One of our friends, an intelligent chief, was 
present at the meeting when this letter 
adopted and signed. He tells me that among 
other things, it contains in substance as fol- 
lows :—That under her majesty’s protection, 
and through her bounty, the Indians are very 
happy and prosperous ; that they have lis- 
tened to the instructions of their ministers, 
and profited by them; so that they are no 
longer savage pagans, but civilized Christians; 
dint Oy tence of the schools established by 


the New England Company their children 
are receiving a suitable education; that 
sectaries have come in among them to divide 
and scatter them, and her Majesty is implored 
to discountenance the sectaries, and secure to 
them the ministers by whom they have been 
so much profited. ; 

~ Should such statements be made public, 
you will desire to know the truth, With 
regard to the cdrrectness of the following — 
| statements, in general, I invite all manner of 


fair investigation. In the first place, then, 
the Indians are far from being either pros- 
/perous or happy. Perhaps at no time in their 
former history have they been less happy than” 


now. Discontent, uneasiness and fear make 


be 
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up a part of the daily sensations of every | 
adult among them. This the following brief 
statements will explain. 

For many years the whites have been in- 
croaching upon their settlements, possessing | 
themselves of choice lots here and there; 
some by fraud, some by force, &c. When 
they cried to the government for protection 
and redress, they were told that they had too 
much land, more than they could occupy, 
and that while so large a body of rich and 
fertile land was lying unoccupied in the heart 
of the country, it would be impossible for the 
government to prevent squatters from forming 
settlements. They were, therefore, advised 
to surrender the whole tract (above 200,000) 
to government, which they finally consented 
to do, on the condition that a suitable portion 
should be reserved for their sole use. They 
were promised that such a reservation should 
be made, and that they should be faithfully 
protected in the enjoyment of it, free from the 
intrusion of all other persons. Some three years 
have now elapsed since these arrangements 
were concluded, and nothing has been done 
by government in their favour. No reserva- 
tion has been set apart for them ; no measures 
adopted for their protection. All is uncer- 
tainty and confusion. Industry and enterprise 
are at a perfect stand. You can scarcely 
persuade one of them to clear a plat or fence 
a field, because he has no certainty that he 
shall reap the fruit of his labour. Meanwhile, 
when it was known that the land had been 
surrendered to the crown, a prodigious num- 
ber of squatters hurried to form settlements 
in every quarter, supposing that it would 
soon be offered for sale, and, as in the case of 
other crown lands, that actual settlers would 
enjoy the refusal of purchase. The Indians 
have observed all this. They see that govern- 
ment has taken no measures to prevent it, 
and hence their uneasiness and discontent. 

But there is still another cause of com- 
plaint. The government has given licenses 
to such as have applied, to cut timber on the 
Indian land. In consequence, vast quantities 
of the most choice pine and oak have been 
taken away ; and still great numbers of men 
are employed in that work. When they re- 
monstrate with those lumber-men, perhaps, 
upon their approaching their cottages, or 
entering their very enclosures, or cutting 
choice trees reserved for special uses, they 
are treated with brutal insolence or contempt. 
Again, from the sale of lands in former years, 
a very considerable sum of money had accu- 
mulated, which had been invested for their 
benefit, I believe in the English funds. The 
interest was annually divided among them, 
and amounted, I have been told, to three or 
four dollars to each adult individual. Sir 


John Colborne, during his administration of 
the government here, caused this money to be 
invested in the stock of the Grand River 


Navigation Company, where it has ever since 
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remained unproductive; nor is it likely ever 
to pay any thing like a fair equivalent. Add 
to all this, that their annual presents, con- 
sisting of clothing and other necessary articles, 
have been withheld for the last year, and you 
will easily believe that they are not contented. 

With regard to their prosperity, it will be 
sufficient for me to say, that last year many 
persons among them perished for want of 
food, at Jeast if the testimony of many of 
themselves is to be relied on; and that at this 
moment the same testimony asserts that a 
large proportion of them have entirely ex- 
hausted their stock of provisions, though it 
will be more than three months before their 
corn will be ripe. And if the public health 
and public morals are to be taken into the 
account, I fear they are both declining. In- 
deed it cannot be otherwise where the bulk of 
a people habitually violate the physical laws 
of temperance and chastity. 

You may-ask, since the Indians are con- 
sidered in law as children under age, for 
whom the sovereign is guardian, Why are not 
measures adopted by authority to suppress 
these destructive evils? Alas, sir, I cannot 
say why not; but that such measures are not 
adopted is evident enough to all. So far from 
it, that it is currently reported that the only 
persons appointed by government to super- 
intend them affairs on the spot, are such whose 
example is calculated to perpetuate these 
evils. 

As it regards the education of the young, it 
is safe to say that not one in twenty is re- 
ceiving any instruction at all. I know of but 
two day-schools supported by the New Eng- 
land Company. One of them is within three 
minutes’ walk of my own door, The average 
attendance at this school, for the year, does 
not exceed six scholars. The other is, prob- 
ably, not more numerously attended. Besides 
these, the Methodists support a school among 
the Mohawks, where the average attendance 
may be ten or twelve. But beside the paucity 
of numbers in these schools, the mode of 
instruction is exceedingly defective. Some 
children have attended for six years without 
so much as learning to read ; and others, by 
constant drilling, have learned to read and 
write with considerable correctness, who 
nevertheless did not understand a word of the _ 
language they mechanically pronounced. The 
only means of instruction they enjoy beyond 
what J have mentioned, is the Institution 
at the Mohawk village. In this about forty. 
or fifty boys, and asmaller number of girls, are 
boarded. Reading, writing, and arithmetic 
are taught in the school, and the boys are 
instructed in some mechanical art. The 
trades, so far as I know, are waggon-makers, 
shoemakers, blacksmiths, and carpenters. 

This is an improvement upon the day- 
school certainly, but still it is not suited to 
the wants and condition of the people. Every 
people, in their progress toward civilization, 
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become agriculturalists before they are artists. 
Besides, if these young men were ever so 
capable of managing their business when they 
leave the Institution, in such a country as 
this there is no room for them. The country 
is new, and thinly settled. The increase of 
its population depends chiefly upon immigra- 
tion, but a full proportion of the immigrants 
arriving here from Britain are mechanics, 
insomuch that the very trades taught in the 
institution are overthronged with experienced 
workmen seeking employment. What then 
must be the prospect for fifty young men a 
year turned out upon the world without 
friends or resources, ignorant on every sub- 
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ject but that of their particular craft? Success 
is morally impossible. They return again to 
their friends—enter the smoky, comfortless 
hut, sit down to (not the table, but) the 
trough in which there are boiled corn and 
beans ; and, after six or seven years of that 
part of life when the appetites and habits 
receive their form, spent amidst every com- 
fort, endeavour in vain to be satisfied with 
savage life. To relieve the cravings of un- 
satisfied desire they resort to the low taverns 
and grog-shops that abound in their neigh- 
bourhood, and it is well if they do not become 
the most abandoned of their tribe. 


After some observations on the inefficiency of the religious instruction given by — 
the church of England missionaries who have been among them, and the manner 
in which the name of God is blasphemed among the ignorant pagans through those 
who set up the claim of being the peculiar successors of the apostles, Mr. Landon 


adds, 


I have nearly filled this large sheet with 
matter not immediately connected with our 
own operations, I have much more to com- 
municate, and should probably write volume 
the second, and inclose it in this, but that I 
fear it will try your patience to read so much 
bad writing on such bad paper. I must, 
however, say a few words about our wants. 
We want a boarding-school connected with a 
farm, on the plan which I believe has been 
explained to you. This plan would succeed. 
With the divine blessing it could not be 
otherwise. It is just suited to their condition. 
It would raise up a generation of intelligent 
farmers, and when raised up they will have 
plenty of land for farms, where, with kindly 
advice, they would bring the knowledge they 
would have acquired into happy operation. 
During the years of youth, also, they would 
be secured against the vicious and degrading 
examples of their parents and their tribe, and 
pose in circumstances most favourable for 
earning and loving the truth. You feel some 
objections, I believe, to entering into any ex- 
pensive undertaking for this people because 
they are so few. But think, my dear sir, 
they are the remnant and_ representatives 
of a numerous and powerful nation, or rather 
confederation of nations. We have stood by, 
unmoved spectators, while their brave and 
numerous ancestors have sunk down to 
alas! I cannot write it. Though under oath, 


as professed Christians, to save them, we have 
made no effort, except presenting them that 
poisonous cup—the soul-destroying error, that 
baptism is salvation. At this delusive straw 
many of them have eagerly grasped—and 
perished. Besides all this, as though im- 
patient for their utter destruction, we have 
scattered among them fire-brands, arrows, and 
death, by introducing our vices, our diseases, 
and our whiskey. Under the operation of 
these, to use their own melancholy figure, 
they are melting away like snow in the spring. 
Every generation is at least decimated. What 
is done must be done quickly ; and we must 
doit. The New England Company is only 
accelerating the catastrophe by giving poison 
instead of physic, the prayer-book instead of 
the bible, the church instead of Christ. The 
operations of the Methodists are limited and 
languid, Unless we, therefore, arise and help 
them “The last of the Six Nations” will 
soon be seen. But if we lend them the aid 
which it seems to me providence calls on us 
to do, a generation will soon rise up to call 
us blessed. Not only will many souls be 
won and sanctified to Christ, but they will be 
qualified to transmit his glory to the genera- 
tion following. Moreover, physical benefits 
will follow these spiritual blessings. The 
people will again take root downward, and 
bear fruit upward, and flourish on their own 
native soil. Se ae 


The facts relative to the Tuscarora Indians contained in this letter having been 
laid before the Secretary of State for the Colonies, his lordship has engaged that 


the attention of the governor-general of Canada shall bé called to the condition of 


a 


this tribe. 


t 
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EUROPE. 


See 


BRITTANY. 


Mr. Jones, who has recently joined Mr. Jenkins at Morlaix, expresses great 
astonishment at the superstitions which he finds prevalent among the inhabitants 
of that part of the French territory. He gives, however, encouraging accounts of 
the eagerness of many to receive Testaments, and of conversations occasioned by 
the distribution of tracts. He says also, referring to a Lord’s day’s labours, 


After the morning service we left home, 
and arrived at a small village about four 
miles from town. Mr. Jenkins brought with 
him a supply of tracts, with a portion of the 
gospel, his own translation, to ascertain 
whether it could be understood by those for 
whom it is intended. You will be pleased to 
Jearn that it was understood by the most 


illiterate. This is truly encouraging, inas- 
much as it shows that the labours of our dear 
brother in translating are not in vain. We 
want Testaments to put into the hands of the 
people, which, by the divine blessing, may 
excite inquiry, and lead to a perception of the 
many and awful errors of the present pre- 
vailing religion. 


HOME PROCEEDINGS. 


JERSEY AUXILIARY. 


The annual services in connexion with the 
Jersey Auxiliary to the Baptist Missionary 
Society were held at Grove Place Chapel, St. 
Hilier’s, on the 18th and 19th of August. 

On the Lord’s day the Rev. W. Upton 
preached in the morning and evening. The 
services were well attended, and we trust that 
many, moved with compassion on behalf of the 
multitude who are “ scattered abroad as sheep 
”’ resolved, in the strength 
of the Lord, to be more zealous in their en- 
deavours to bring them to Jesus. : 

In the afternoon Mr. Upton delivered an 
address to the young, descriptive of the idol- 


worship of the heathen ; and excited much in- 
terest among the young people by the exhibition 
of some extraordinary specimens of the “ gods 
many, and lords many,” worshipped by those 
who are walking in darkness and “in the land 
of the shadow of death.” 

The missionary meeting was held on Monday, 
and a social tea-meeting on Tuesday evening. 
The prosperous state of the mission gave great 
satisfaction, and the addition of thirty-nine 
labourers to the number already engaged in the 
blessed enterprise, was a subject of devout 
thanksgiving, May the holy band be inereased 
tenfold! 


——- 


JUVENILE EXAMPLES. 


‘We are happy in being able to report that 


In our last number we committed a serious 


the teachers and children of the Sunday-school | mistake, Instead of saying that the Girls’ 
at Maze Pond, London, have resolved to raise | School, Counterslip, Bristol, had raised £4 for 
£20 a year for the support of the Native Boys’ | the support of an orphan girl at Patna, we 


Schools at Muttra, Northern India. 


ought to have said—the bible-class in the Girls’ 
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School had raised £4 for this purpose, and the | £2 15s, was the proceeds of the month’s con- 
bible-class in the Boys’ Schools had engaged to | tributions, independently of the exertions of 
raise enough to support an orphan boy. The } these classes, 


LETTERS RECEIVED FROM MISSIONARIES. 


AFRICA ssecsvesseo CLARENCE .,.es0eceeeseees a Glarke, Jey... csceves June 10 and 12. 
Prince, G. K...... May 30. 
Stewartel veh. One letter, no date, received 
Sept. 10. 
Sturgeon, T....... June 8 and 12. 
AMERIOA.,,...... MONTREAL ........0....5+6..Cramp, J. M......Aug. — 
ASIA, ...c0-00 Se SET TALE CID AL ote coasts tee austen ee Makepeace, J...,.June 27 (all well). 
Bay oF BENGAL,........ ...Denham, W. H..July 12 (all well). 
GAL OUTER ice cancieapaarees Evans, W. W....July 13, 
Thomas, J......... July 13. 

COLOMBO .....0..000 Nissen Dawson, C. C. ...JSuly 22. 

HONG KONG oo... stescreecess Shuck, J. L....... May 28. 

MUTT RACs escapsueceveccestece Phillips, T......... July 7 
BAHAMAS 5, cerasve NASSAU ney te wenctesssaateovincs Capern, H....,....Aug. 10, 
BRITTANY, -ocerso MORLAUR cesccevesceetecassdsen Jenkins, J......... Sept. 7. 
HonpDuRAS...... oS ELLLEiveccacesssoresssesesast Henderson, A.....July 20. 

JAMAICA .........DETHANY ..... Wauavsasnce we Dutton, H, J.....July 20. 

BETHTEPHIDL ........0005 ....Pickton, T, B.....July 19. 

Brown’s Town ............Clark, J........+...July 20, Aug. 22. 

GATABAR siicitscies Staaeerns Tinson, J..........July 20, Aug. 2. 

HAUMOUTH sccvsrescdsestts ww GAY kts. pare «... July 16, 

Foncer’s FIexp...... «Hume, We... c<.00 July 19. 


Gurvyey’s Mounr.......... Woolley, E....,...July 19, Aug. 5 and 19. 
KETTERING .,................ Knibb, W..,.......Jduly 19 and 20, Aug. 2. 
LUCEA «...csecsessvessseseeeee. WOOlley, E........0uly 18, 
MANCHIONEAL..,............ Kingdon, J. ....,..August 20, 
MONEAGUE................ .Armstrong, C...,.Aug. 6. 
Monreco Bay...............Cornford, P, H.,.Aug, 19. 
Mount Carey ......-....0..Burchell, T.......July 19, 
Mount Nzso..,,............ Armstrong, C...,.July 7. 
Oxp Harsoor .......,...... Taylor, H. C....,,Aug. 19, 
Port MARIA .......:000.---.Day, Dy .......0. ...July 20, Aug, 14, 
PROVIDENCE «.........00.... May, Juss. ..0 we July 26. 
Saurer’s Hiut.............Dendy, W.........August 15, 
Spanisu Town......,......Abbott, T. F......Aug. 19, 
Evans, G, P.......Aug, 22, 
Phillippo, J. M...July 23. 
Do.,& Abbott, T.F. Aug, 22. 
United Missionaries August 22. 
Sr. Ann’s Bay ............Abbott, T. F.,....July 4 and 18, 
Stewart Town....,.......Dexter, B. B,.....July 16. - 
Knibb, W..........duly 6. 
Tuomrson Town........... Whitehorne, S.....July 18, gts ia~ 
Vaue LIoNEL...............Evans, G. P......July 20,0 ss 
TRINIDAD ......,.PORT OF SPAIN.......0040eCowen, Guise ....eJuly 20, Aug. 5 and 20, 


~ 
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The thanks of the Committee are presented to the following friends— 


Miss Marshall, Barnstaple, for a parcel of linen drapery, for Trinidad ; 
Friends at Chenies, for a box of clothing, for Rev. J. Merrick, Western Africa ; 


Mrs. Moore, Queen Street Place, and friends, 


Western Africa ; 


for a box of clothing, for Mr. A, Fuller, 


Friends at Faversham, for a box of useful and fancy articles, for Rev. W. H. Denham, 


Caleutta ; 


Mr. J. F. Winks, Leicester, for a parcel of Tracts, for Rev. W. K. Rycroft, Nassau ; 
Mr. E. Morgan, Newtown, for a parcel of flannel, for Western Africa ; 

The Religious Tract Society, for a grant of books, for Native Teachers in Western Africa ; ' 
A friend, Norwich, by Rev. W. Brock, for a quantity of boots and shoes, for Western 


Africa ; 


Mr. G. Baker, Norwich, for various useful articles, for Western Africa, 


CONTRIBUTIONS 


Received on account of the Baptist Missionary Society, during the month 


Annual Subscriptions. 

0 10 

Jones, Charles, 
Vassal Road............ 1 

Paine, John, Esq., Clap- 
ham Road....... 


Donations. 


Cc. M., for Jamaica 
SCHOOUS. cs susceencdeueeness 
Cloake, Messrs........00. 1 
Deane, Dray, & Deane, 
MOSSIS. Sisencatscsseroeues 5 0 
Hartley, Master J. T., 
Missionary Box, for 
Missionary Vessel...... 0 
H. M., by Miss Vines... 1 
Produce of Card, by do. 0 
BAK Or, NLISS sscccevetsovereas GO 
Collected by Miss J. 
Bailey, for Miss. Vessel— 
Dunts Mr. J. i. ccsccs0. mp O 
Shoveller, Mr. John... 1 0 
Friends at Eagle St... 1 10 


NworF 


Lonpon AnD MippLEsex 
AUXILTARIES. 
Henrietta Street, Collec- 
bLOM see stencanshieech saume toe 
Lion Street, Sunday- 
school, by Mr. Beale, 


9 iL 


TOM ASTICH, <sccreesveces +3 Or 
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received by W. B. Gurney, Esq., Treasurer, or the Rev. Joseph Angus, M.A., Secretary, at 
the Mission House, Moorgate Street, Lonpon: in Epinsurcu, by the Rev. Christopher 
Anderson, the Rev. Jonathan Watson, and John Macandrew, Esq.; in Grascow, by Robert 
Kettle, Esq. ; in Dustin, by John Parkes, Esq., Richmond Street; in Caucutra, by the 
Rev. James Thomas, Baptist Mission Press; and at New Yorx, United States, by W. 


Colgate, Esq. 
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THE RIGHT METHOD PURSUED. 


In our last Chronicle some suggestions were thrown out on the subject of 
‘* Efficient Support ” to our missionary institutions. They must have commended 
themselves to all our readers. If they were generally adopted, great good 
would result to them all. We beg to call the attention of our friends to the fol- 
lowing letter, which is so important, so kind, and so much in accordance with the 
design of our last paper, that we print it here, that it may secure the notice it 
deserves. It is not pretended that the course taken by our esteemed friend, and 
the church of which he is pastor, originated in our remarks; but it is a most 
pleasing coincidence - and while tendering to him our warmest thanks, we earnestly 
beseech other churches, of similar ability, to go and do likewise. The letter is as 
follows :— 

“ Rochdale, September 11, 1844. ° 
«* My dear Brother, 

*‘ Last evening I submitted to the church here a proposition to the following 
effect :—that we open a correspondence with some half-dozen of the adjacent 
churches, with the design of engaging them to concur with us in sustaining a 
ministerial agent in Ireland, in connexion with your Society. The proposal, I am 
happy to say, was cordially approved and adopted. But before it was carried 
into effect, it was deemed desirable I should communicate with you, to ascertain 
some few particulars on the following points. First, what is the salary you allow 
a ministerial agent? Second, do you know any active, good brother, whom we 


_could take under our special patronage? Third, have you any important station — 


presenting itself to attention, and for which provision is not yet made? Fourth, 
supposing two such ‘agents, and two such stations could be adopted, could you 
furnish them ? 

*T have inquired for an important station, that is, a large town, rather than a 
rural district. Our attention would be fixed on the former, rather than on the 
latter. This is the principle on which we are acting in connexion with our County 
Home Mission, and find it most advantageous ; we would therefore adopt it in 
any other sphere of Christian operation. If ‘the high places” can be subdued, 
the less potent and defensible will soon submit. Let me hear from you imme-_ 
diately, and believe me, my dear brother, 2 

. “ Yours very affectionately, 

& : . © W. F. Burcweny.” - 


The information desired was sent off at once, and we hope ere long to commu- 
nicate the results, which we cannot but hope will be most gratifying. It is 
encouraging to see these tokens of a growing interest in the operations of the Irish 
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Mr. Berry supplies the following in- 
telligence, under date of August 5th :— 


In my last I informed you of our increase 
in the church, of our interesting open-air 
services, and of our prospects of a greater 
increase; and now it affords me great pleasure 
to say that our service yesterday, at the water- 
side, was, if possible, even more interesting 
than on any former occasion, The number 


Romanists mustered stronger. I was greatly 
pleased to see a very considerable number of 
young persons, Our friends assembled early. 
After prayer we went to the water, and were 
soon surrounded by a large and attentive 
congregation ; and I think that almost all, 
if not altogether the whole, felt that God was 
with us. After the baptism, I administered 
the Lord’s supper, and had the pleasure of 
admitting two other persons, besides the one 
baptized ; and thus three were added to our 
little band yesterday. The other candidates 
will be baptized in September and October. 

I had also the satisfaction of preaching to 
a. large congregation of Romanists, at a 
funeral. JI went to the house, and was at 
once asked to preach. I never remember to 
have seen greater attention. Deep impres- 
sions were made on some, as the numerous 
applications by them for bibles plainly proves, 
My congregations in the country, and towns, 
are very cheering ; that at Kyle much so; 
and at Maryborough even more. 


We extract the following from a letter 
of Mutuarxy, at Parson’s Town, a com- 
paratively new station, which not only 
exhibits the difficulties with which our 
brethren have to contend, but also how 
richly zeal and perseverance are re- 
warded, even in dark, benighted Ireland. 
But where such opposition is raised, it 
is ‘clear that-the labours of the brethren 
tell on the people. 


I have had a gloomy season lately in con- 
sequence of the opposition of the priests in 
different parts of my district, For three 
Lord’s days successively I was the subject of 
the ‘priests’ address from the altar. Up to 


this time a very friendly feeling existed to-: 


wards me in this parish. However, through 
the divine blessing, the storm has blown over; 
-and things are nearly restored to their former 
state, >. 


attendance in our schools, three-fourths of 
whom were Romanists. A great portion 
were committing the scriptures to memory, 
and all had the gospel faithfully preached to 
them. ‘The priest took the alarm, and suc- 
ceeded in reducing the school to about sixty ; 
‘and, to prevent others from returning, he 


| too well to permit this to happen. 
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established a school in opposition. Notwith- 
standing, we expect a full house, when the 
busy season is over, as the people of the town 
consider our school superior to any other. 
Besides the teacher, who is indefatigable, as 
well as some members of his family, there is 
a lady who gratuitously supplies the school 
with maps and tablets, and also materials for 
knitting. She attends likewise two hours 


OP Pictesianis wos. bol. 50° greal bak the | each day to teach knitting, sewing, and read- 


ing. I heard a gentleman, who visited the 
school, say, he never saw one better con- 
ducted, 

Besides the regular service at Birr, I 
preach at Whiteford, River’s Town, Banagher, 
Clough-Jordan, and Borrisokane ; and occa- 
sionally in Castle-Otway. I also visit almost 
daily from house to house. We are en- 
deayouring to establish a meeting in the 
county of Galway, through the means of a 
respectable family, recently gone thither, 
who lately left the Romish church, and 
joined our congregation at Birr. They are 
anxious to introduce the gospel among their 
friends. We have at present three candi- 
dates for baptism, all of whom once were 
Romanists, 


The church at Cork is prospering 
greatly under Mr. Watson, whose re- 
moval thither is clearly proved to be 
ordered by providence. The annexed 
particulars are taken from several letters 
received from him during the months of 
August and September. 


‘We have commenced our Sunday-school, 
and have succeeded pretty well. With re- 
gard to a day-school, itis important that it be 
established as soon as possible. I have 
several subscribers of £1 per annum; but 
we must still look to the Society for some 
help. The congregation increases consider- 
ably, and last Wednesday evening we had 
upwards of forty, and a full prayer-meeting 
on Friday.. Appearances are so far cheering, 

A few days ago I heard of a very eligible 
schoolmaster, who was trained in the Kildare 
Place Establishment. He will take our 


‘school for £26 per-annum, and I haye 


engaged him, and taken a room in Fish 
Street ; a capital situation—no school near, 
The rent is £4 ; and towards these expenses 
IT have had subscribed £10 annually, and will 


: _| pledge myself to raise £5 more ; and 1 trust - 
At B— we had 200 children in daily | 


the Society will give us the other £15. As 
the room offered, and a teacher too, and 
friends were urging me on, I was compelled 
to close at once, I trust English friends will 


not let me fall through for this. They know = 


the importance ‘of laying hold’ on th 
shall be wanting on my pai 


pleased, profited, and blessed, 


isa alin amu Ue uct ciaaada 
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superintendence ; and many friends will co- 
operate. Iam already promised many chil- 
dren of the poor, 

Last Lord’s day, the 25th, our congrega- 
tion exceeded a hundred. To-morrow I 
baptize a lady from Limerick. Our day- 
school, only opened two weeks, has forty 
scholars, nearly all Romanists. I shall have 
to enlarge my borders, unless the committee 
failme. Several of the scholars come to our 
Sunday-school. We had a large congregation 
at the baptism. 


A union meeting of the neighbouring 
churches has been held in Mr. McCar- 
THy s district for some years past. Sub- 
joined is an account of the last, held 
about the middle of August; which 
seems to have been one of more than 
usual interest. Mr. McCartuy writes :— 


On Thursday, the 22nd ult., my dear 
brother Hardcastle came to my help, accom- 
panied by two esteemed friends.- On Satur- 
day, the 24th, brother Sharman preached at 
Rahue, to a full congregation. We met on 
Lord’s day morning, at 7 o’clock, for prayer. 
The more general service commenced at 10: 
Brethren Sharman and Hardeastle preached. 
As the day threatened rain, we could not’ 
have our usual out-door service ; and the 
meeting-house was not large enough for the 
people. After service we proceeded to the 
river-side, the banks of which were crowded. | 
Some of my friends think a thousand people | 
were present. Qur two brethren conducted | 
the devotions; and after an address from 
brother Hardcastle, I proceeded to explain 
and enforce our views of the ordinance to 
which we were about to attend. When I 
hhad baptized the two female candidates, I 
heard the voice of brother Cleary, whose turn 
was next. What he said was short, simple, 
and to the purpose. “ For years I have read 
the word of God as a dead letter. It was 
only lately that it came home to my heart ; 
and I trembled, prayed, and found mercy. 
It may be so that some of you are in the 
same condition. ‘The same mercy is free for 
you all. Ask me why I thus stand before 
you, and am going to be baptized? 1 will 
tell you. I find it so ordered in the scrip- 
tures. Let me beseech you to receive the 
whole counsel of God.” I then baptized 
him. These three make eight additions this 
present year, and over TWO HUNDRED since 
the commencement of my mission | Yet we 
still hear a whisper your side of the water, 
that nothing has been done in Ireland. Bro- 


ther Hardcastle preached a powerful sermon 


in the evening, and I summed up the mercies 
of the day; and we went to our homes 


Mr. Bars, who has laboured for many 
years in one of the most remote and be- 
nighted parts of Ireland, writes as fol- 
lows, dated August 24th :— 


We are still going on in our Master’s work, 
and I hope, in some measure, his blessing is 
enjoyed. I have lately visited some places 
where I never went before. In one of them 
the congregation was small. Indeed, there 
are only three protestant families in the 
neighbourhood ; “and we could not persuade 
the Romanists to come in. But in another, 
the congregation was quite large, and the 
people came from some miles around! It is 
true many of them, as Jeremiah says of the 
Jews of old, “ They hold fast deceit, they 
refuse to return.” But after all there is an 
inereasing spirit of inquiry. Truth is stronger 
than error; and if we are faithful our labours 
shall not be in vain in the Lord. 

I have visited some of the schools lately; 
and found them very thin, on account of the 
opposition that the priests are making just 
now. They seem to be more violent than 
ever; but I expect it is only a sudden stir, 
which will soon blow over. Indeed, in many 
places the people wiii send their children. 
Notwithstanding all opposition, light is 
spreading. There aré some interesting facts 
in the journals again this month, Oh, for 
more faith, devotedness, and zeal ! 


The following, from Mr. Mutuery, 
dated September 6, will show that the 
cause at Conlig is still cheered by tokens 
of the divine blessing. 


In my stated labours I preach regularly 
four times a week; one day is set apart for 
visiting, which I consider a very important 
part of the duties of a missionary, These 


labours, feeble and inadequate though they _ 


be, are in some measure owned and blessed 
of the Lord. The week before last I had the 
pleasure of baptizing two persons, who were 
subsequently added to the church. I am 
anxiously waiting a reply to my application for 
a scripture reader. If Christian friends who 
care-for perishing souls, were fully aware of 
the need and usefulness of such an agency 


in this district, they would supply the means.” 


We have still a suitable person willing to be 
employed, It is remarkable that there is not 


a scripture reader in this district, employed 


by any denomination of Christians. 2 

Joun Monacuan, whose letters sup- 
plied some interesting facts for our last 
Chronicle, writes again, August 19th, as 
follows :— 


In my former letter I mentioned that the 


| priest of this parish called upon some of his 
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flock, and admonished them for going to hear 
the scriptures. Since then he called upon 
one of these again, and inquired if he per- 
severed in this practice, and being answered 
in the affirmative, he got very angry. The 
young man produced his bible, saying, 
“ Sir, this is the book you speak of—point 
out the errors to which you allude, and if 
they are so, I will never read it again.” He 
took the book, and walked off with it, telling 
him he was an impudent cur, and that he 
would punish him according to the laws of the 
church. On the following day this young man 
called at my house. He was greatly distressed 
at losing his bible, and asked my advice how 
he should act about it. I gave him another, 
for which he seemed truly grateful, and ex- 
pressed his fervent hope that God would 
enable him to read it with profit to his soul. 


The foregoing extract shows that 
priestly intolerance is not always sub- 
mitted to: what follows will exhibit our 
reader in personal contact with priests. 
It is from a letter, dated August 17th, 
from Ricuarp Moors. 


When I was in the lower part of the 
county of Mayo, I was told that the priest 
who lived in a village there, was raging 
furiously against the bible, and all who pro- 
fessed to believe it a sufficient guide to glory. 
I entered his cottage, and after a short con- 
versation, asked him if he could direct a sinner 
to heaven. He said he could; and mentioned 
doing good works as the way. I tried to show 
him the straight and narrow way, as his was 
the broad road to destruction. As I had so 
far succeeded in this attempt, I thought of 


| belonged to. 
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making another effort. I called to see father 
D , of M After putting several 
questions of a personal kind to me, he wanted 
to know what denomination of Christians I 
I told him to the baptists. He 
said we made too much of baptism. I replied 
by saying we did not baptize any one until he 
was a believer, as Peter said, “ Can any man 
forbid water,” &c. “Please lay your finger 
on that passage,” said he, handing me a New 
Testament. I opened the 10th of Acts, for 
which he thanked me. I then added that it 
was his church, and the established church, 
that made too much of it, by making rege- 
neration of it; and quoted the Ist of John, 
“ As many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God.” “ Right,” 
said he ; ‘‘ but what will happen if the child 
die unbaptized ?” I asked him what it was 
that damned the soul. “Sin, to be sure.” 
“ What is sin?” ‘ The breach of a known 
law.” ‘ What does a child know about any 
law? Would it not be a bad Jaw that would 
hang you for my crime?” “ You are right,” 
he answered. I then read the 8th of Acts, 
and showed him that Philip baptized the 
eunuch on a profession of his belief in Jesus 
Christ as the Son of God. “I am obliged to 
you for these passages,” he said; “and I 
admit they have changed the mode.” “ Yes, 
and the subject too,” said I. We then went 
on to the question of baptism standing in the 
room of circumcision, and the doctrine of 
regeneration by the Holy Spirit alone; read- 
ing 2nd of Ephesians, the 4th of 1 Tim., and 
Matt. 10, and other suitable portions of truth., 
He kindly went with me to the door, and 
told me to call again to see him. May the 


res water the seed thus sown, as the work 
is his. 
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